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Teaching American History Project


Lesson Plan Rubric

Teacher’s Name __________________________________________________

School and Grade Level _____________________________________________________ 

Below are a few ideas we take into consideration when making an assessment of your lessons.  Please use this rubric when generating/revising your lesson plans.  Please note that we do not expect every lesson to include all of the ideas mentioned below.  We encourage you to use your best judgment in creating these lessons.

Promotes Historical Thinking          1     2     3     4


Fosters several types of historical thinking among your students such as:

· imagination (e.g., what was it like to live during. . .)

· speculation (e.g., why people acted and lived as they did, what would have happened if. . .)

· synthesis (e.g., tying information together from several resources)

· analysis (e.g., drawing tentative conclusions about. . .)

· understanding time (e.g., gaining a sense of particular periods of history)

· developing empathy through vicarious experiences

· healthy skepticism (e.g., questioning the veracity of information)

· narrative thinking (e.g., re-telling of historical events in story form)

· internalization (e.g., remembering important events/places/people)

Comments:

Uses Diverse Resources and Learning Experiences          1     2     3     4




· Uses a variety of materials through which student learn information, including primary resources (e.g., photos and illustrations, videos, document reproductions, artifacts, trade books, reference books, interviews, guest speakers, web sites)

· Uses a variety of learning experiences when teaching a series of lessons (e.g., discussions, reading and writing activities, art projects, field trips, simulation activities, games)





· Uses learning experiences that are meaningful to students
· Uses diverse types of assessment (beyond worksheets and tests) to understand what and how children learn

· Uses resources and learning experiences that reflect a diversity of students’ cognitive talents 


Comments: 
Plans Around Big Ideas          1     2     3     4

· Plans lessons/unit around a few central themes/ideas/questions

· Ties historical understanding to speculations about the “human condition” 

· Uses history to help students reflect on the nature of humanity and our nation

Comments:

Promotes Inquiry and Intellectual Engagement          1     2     3     4


· Stimulates interest in the topic

· Fosters a sense of curiosity among students

· Promotes collective learning experiences

· Helps students understand history from different people’s perspectives (e.g., view of Western expansion by European settlers and American Indians, lives of women, people of color, and children)

Comments:

Using Your Scholarly Knowledge


1    2    3    4
· Identifies resources that were used to deepen your own knowledge of history (e.g., history books and/or articles read, documentaries watched, lectures attended, museums visited, web sites)

Comments:


