

             The Second Great Awakening
The Second Great Awakening was a religious revival that occurred in the United States beginning in the late eighteenth century and lasted until the middle of the nineteenth century. While it occurred in all parts of the United States, it was especially strong in the Northeast and the Midwest.

By the late 1700s, many Americans no longer regularly attended church services. This occurred for several reasons. Some people now believed that God did not play an important role in everyday life. God also supposedly was not concerned with a person's church attendance; rather, God would judge the person on how he or she had lived his or her life on Earth. Other people had become too consumed with earning a living to have time to worship God. As a result of declining religious convictions, many religious faiths sponsored religious revivals. These revivals emphasized human beings' dependence upon God.

Most of the religious revivals occurred as camp meetings. Adherents and interested parties would spend several days hearing the word of God from various religious leaders. While these services were very emotional, they did not become hysterical gatherings as many earlier revivals had become. They also served as social gatherings. Many Americans living on the frontier did not have regular contact with their neighbors. The revivals allowed these people an opportunity to hear God's word, but they also provided rural families an opportunity to talk and trade with other people.

http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=1532
http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/christn/tracthp.html
	
	In June of 1800, on the fourth day of a Presbyterian revival meeting held in south central Kentucky, two traveling Methodist ministers concluded their day of preaching with an emotional exhortation. The crowd responded so enthusiastically that many collapsed, and word spread that the Holy Spirit had visited the meeting. 


This revival marked the beginning of a great wave of evangelical outpouring known as the Second Great Awakening. By 1827, revivals were held so frequently that one publication noted, "Revivals, we rejoice to say, are becoming too numerous in our country to admit of being generally mentioned in our Record." 

One of the Awakening's most charismatic evangelists was Charles G. Finney, a lawyer-turned-itinerant preacher who held a series of revivals between 1824 and 1837 in New York. Finney brought innovations to the religious revival that became hallmarks of meetings. He addressed God in familiar, informal language, encouraged music and choirs, created the "inquiry room" for seekers and the "anxious bench" for those wrestling with conversion, and advertised his revivals well in advance. This new approach to evangelizing was extremely effective. In 1831 alone, churches recorded 100,000 converts across the nation. 

The Second Great Awakening had an enormous effect on American society, changing the way Americans worshiped and preached, inspiring social reform, and converting thousands to Christianity. Its emphasis on equality of spirit, regardless of race, led to alliances between black leaders in northern cities and white abolitionists. 




Spread of revivals
In New York, the spirit of revival encouraged the emergence of Restorationism and other new religious movements, especially the Mormons [2] and the Holiness movement. In the South's western regions, especially at Cane Ridge, Kentucky and in Tennessee — the revival supported growth of the Methodists and Baptists. Baptists and Methodists were also successful in some parts of the Tidewater, where an increasing number of common planters and slaves joined their congregations. Backcountry traditions along the Appalachian spine included the camp meeting, with Scottish and Presbyterian roots.[3]
Congregationalists set up missionary societies to evangelize the western territory of the northern tier. Members of these groups acted as apostles for the faith and also as educators and exponents of northeastern urban culture. Publication and education societies promoted Christian education; most notable among them was the American Bible Society, founded in 1816. Social activism inspired by the revival gave rise to abolition groups as well as the Society for the Promotion of Temperance. They began efforts to reform prisons and care for the handicapped and mentally ill. They believed in the perfectibility of people and were highly moralistic in their endeavors.
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A Narrative of the Visit to the American Churches was written by Andrew Reed (1782-1862) and James Matheson (d. 1846), and their book describes the journey of these men among the Congregational Churches of America.  Reed and Matheson came from the Congregational Union of England and Wales as deputies to their sister churches in the United States. 

The preacher was a plain man, and without education; and he had small regard either to logic or grammar.  He had, however, as is common to such persons, an aspiration after high-sounding terms and sentiments, which stood in strange opposition to the general poverty and incorrectness of his expressions.

.  The singing, which had been sustained in all the interval by some younger persons, now showed its results.  Two or three young women were fainting under the exhaustion and excitement; and one, who was reported to me as a Methodist, was in hysterical ecstasy, raising her hands, rolling her eyes, and smiling and muttering.  It appeared that she courted this sort of excitement as many do a dram, and was frequent at meetings of this character, for the sake of enjoying it.

