[image: image1.jpg]


     [image: image2.jpg]



Lewis and Clark

Corps of Discovery

May 1804- September 1806

In groups of 2-3, think about taking a journey into the “unknown” with 33 other people with the intention of mapping the land, identifying land features, identifying Native people, identifying plants and animals, and recording anything else worth noting.

You are Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and you have been commissioned by the U.S. Government to take on this mission and you have no idea how long your trip will last and you don’t know what you will encounter.  Even though people were already living in the region where Lewis and Clark were to explore, the American West was a mysterious place to the European settlers. Also, we now know the journey lasted 28 months (from Missouri and back), but as you answer the questions, try to think about your answers without knowing how long the mission would last.  Answer the following questions.

· What type of people would you take with you and why?

· What pre-trip preparations would you make?

· What items would you take to complete your mission?  Think about all that can happen on such a trip, what your mission is, etc.
· How would you get food?
· How would you travel?
· What concerns would you have for yourself, the entire group, etc?

· What dangers exist on such a trip?
