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Determining who “really” discovered America

Students will begin to research many of the people who reached the Americas before Christopher Columbus.

Rationale

It is a common belief that Christopher Columbus discovered America.  Usually a show of hands indicates how widely this belief is held by young students.  This is an attempt to change this error in thinking.

Materials

· Paper and pencil

· Crayon or marker

· Poster board cut into 12x12 inch pieces, one per group

· Many different library or classroom text of North American explorers (preferably with information about only 1 explorer)
· Several small chests or bags with all of the above materials inside (only 1 set of explorer materials per student group)

Teacher Preparation

Prior to the beginning of class, determine student teams.  Place crayons, markers, paper, poster and texts inside the chests. Chests can be purchased at a craft or hobby shop.  If no chests can be found, use brown bags instead.  The chests and bags are used to create effect.  
Essential Question

Who REALLY discovered America?

Procedures
· Student groups will select one of the mysterious brown bags or chests

· Students begin to read the information about the name of the explorer in their bag

· Use paper to record important information, such as; name of explorer, date of birth and death, home country, famous discoveries,  and other important facts about the explorer

· Use poster board to show information

· Use the rubric to help ensure all posters are made properly

· Student groups share out their information

· Student groups arrange posters in chronological order

· Posters are placed on classroom history timeline

BE SURE that one of the bags contains information about Christopher Columbus.

Discussion

Once sharing is done and posters are added to the timeline, the question is asked again.  Who really discovered America?  Students write down their discoveries, and then share out.  If someone is still in doubt, point to the timeline, note several people came to the Americas before Columbus.

Optional and Fun

Teacher stores often sell large black and white maps that are roughly 4ft by 5ft.  If you have the wall space, students could label and plot out the voyages of the explorers from their homeland to North America and hang in the classroom. 

Rubric for Posters

	Criteria
	1
	2
	3

	Neatness
	Work is sloppy, difficult to read or understand
	Students attempt neat work, some color
	Work is exceptionally neat, pleasant to look at, eye catching

	Completeness

Explorer’s name

Date of birth/death

homeland, sailed to . . . 3 other facts related to this explorer


	Much of the information is missing
	Some parts may be missing, but there is an attempt to get it all
	All information is given and is easy to read and understand


