NAME OF LESSON:   PICTURING AMERICA THROUGH THE EYES OF THE ARTIST: Learning to Understand and Interpret Meaning Through the Critique Process of Looking at Art.
ART AND SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS:  Students understand the significance of visual art in relation to historical, social, political, spiritual, environmental, technological, and economic issues.
OBJECTIVES:  This is a two part lesson.  First, through the critique process of addressing questions through observation, students will be able to follow a method of critiquing an art work to discover its meaning.    Students will in turn be inspired to create their own Image and Portrait of America and be able to critique their work as well as their classmates work. 
MATERIALS NEEDED:  Materials for note taking (paper and pencil), Choice of critiquing art handouts, reproductions from “Picturing America,” various size paper 12X18 or 18X 36 for student original art.  Paints, brushes, water color, water containers, pencils, erasers, markers, crayons, etc. reproductions/images.
HANDOUTS AND OTHER VISUAL EXAMPLES:  Reproductions from Picturing America, “Reading “Portraiture Guide for Educators”, handout. This is helpful if students or the class are interested in “Portraits.”  I recommend viewing the following for critiquing art and then choose the one that best suits your students.   Analyzing the Artwork; Description, Analysis, Interpretation, judgment, handout.  Janice Mason Art Museum; Four Steps in Art Criticism.  www.jmam.org/.../Four Steps in Art Criticismwebready.pdf.  http://oak.kcsd.k12.pa.us/~projects/critic/object.html. http://www.catawba.k12.nc.us/techtrac/plus/jordan/analyzingart.htm.  
REFERENCE/BOOKS/AUTHORS:  Selections of portraits and photographs from “PICTURING AMERICA,” An Artist’s America, by Michael Albert.  The Art of Freedom; How Artists See America, by Bob Raczka.  The Presidents of The United States of America, by Frank Freidel.  Smithsonian In Your Classroom, Spring, Abraham Lincoln, The Face of War.  Spring, 2009.  www.smithsonianeducation.org.  “Reading” Portraiture Guide for Educators, Smithsonian, Donald W. Reynolds Center for American Art and Portraiture; National Portrait Gallery.  
ENGAGING STUDENTS:  MOTIVATION AND “HOOK”: Students will work in teams of two or three.  Each team will take one picture or portrait to describe, analyze, interpret, and critique.  Each group will share their findings with the group.   Each student will create his or her own “Portrait of America.” The class will then critique students’ finished “Portrait of America.”
FOCUS ACTIVITY:  Group activity through looking, discussing, and analyzing and interpreting art work through the critique process.   Students create, critique, and share their ‘American Inspired Art’.
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