Name of Lesson:  Totem Poles: Understanding and Creating Personal Totems   
Presented to 5th grade students at University Elementary by Art Teacher, Gladys Newsom                        
Art and Social Studies Standards:  

Students understand the significance of visual art in relation to historical, social, political, spiritual, environmental, technological, and economic issues.
Students describe, analyze, and interpret works of art and artifacts.

Students observe, select, and utilize a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas in their work.

Objectives:  Begin by finding out what students already know about who, what, where, and why’s of totem poles.  Usually you will get students who know and remember something about totem poles.   Students will do their own research to better understand totem poles.  Students will view various internet sites in search of answers.  Some questions to consider:  Who created totem poles?  What kind of wood were they made from?  How were they created?  How old are they?  What is the meaning behind Totem Poles?  Where did they originate? What is their purpose? What are some of the characteristics? What was the most interesting fact that you learned?   Where can you see one today?  Are they still being created?  Can you find a sight showing the making of a totem pole?  
One very impressive site: Totem Poles : An Exploration by Pat Kramer:  http://users.imag.net/~sry.jkramer/nativetotems/nav.htm.  

Students will be asked to share their findings in small groups.  Each group will then present and share with the class.    
Material Needed:  Each student will need 2 12X18 (Sulphite) Brown Construction Paper, practice paper, Construction paper crayon or colored pencils, crayons, or combination.

Chalk for easy transfer to create symmetrical image.    Student examples along with several examples of unfinished and finished pieces help students understand these steps.
Paper and pencil for taking notes, or printing out information.
Reference/Books/Authors:  Home Before The Raven Caws: The Mystery of the Totem Pole, by Richard D. Feldman.   This is a good book to share with students to let them know about the Eiteljorg  Museum,  a Native American Museum that houses such a significant Totem Pole.  This book covers information on what is a totem pole, types of totem poles, how they are carved, who makes them, their stories and myths.  Included are specifics about the Golden Hill Totem Pole of Indianapolis, including the significant people involved in bringing the totem pole to Indianapolis, and how the original totem pole was recreated for the Eiteljorg Museum.  The book presents plenty of pictures documenting the events.  
Totem Poles of the Great Northwest (Manataka American Indian Council)  http://www.manataka.org/page 30.html
http://www.papertotempoles.com/pics/115totemgif (Students found this site, prints whimsical outlines of animals easy to copy)
Totem Poles to color and cut out—Vol. 1 and Vol. 2 Tlingit

Nature in Art by Anthea Pepin.  Totem Poles, p. 40-41.  (Creating Mini Clay Totem Columns)

The American Indian Craft Book by Marz and Nono Minor

Engaging Students: Motivation and “Hook”: Creative and imaginative personal totems and stories
Focus Activity: After sharing and discussion students will be ready to create and design their own totem poles.  Totem Poles should be true to some of the characteristics of original totems.  These may include using traditional colors, choosing animals that they can identify with.   Students will choose animals that they feel share the same characteristics. (see handout, these can also be found on the net)  As students are creating their totem poles they will be reminded that they will also have to write a short story explaining their totem poles.  
In addition, I had students each create one part of a totem, each on a 12X18 brown paper, making sure to use the whole sheet.  These later were randomly put together, one on top of the other( or it doesn’t have to be random, let students know ahead of time and work together in groups to form one single totem) Students could then invent a story to go with the group totems.  

In the future I would work closely with the classroom teacher so not to repeat what she has taught, but to enhance and reinforce the unit.  I would also like us to work together in finding a way/funds to take the 5th grade classes on a field trip to the Eiteljorg Museum.  This will be my goal in 2010-2011 to best enhance this lesson.
