NAME OF LESSON:   Native American Bandolier Bags   by Gladys Newsom
ART AND SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS:  Students understand the significance of visual art in relation to historical, social, political, spiritual, environmental, technological, and economic issues.
OBJECTIVES:  Students learn the significance of bandolier bags to the native peoples through design and use.   
MATERIALS NEEDED:  Brown paper bags, colored pencils, markers, Sharpee marker, paints, q-tips, paints, graph paper, scissors, masking tape, handouts/visuals. If time permits I would use paints and q-tips to form dots in place of the beaded design.  The same results can be accomplished with marker tips.
HANDOUTS AND OTHER VISUAL EXAMPLES:  Reproductions of artifacts; visual examples found in books.  If possible a visit to the Eiteljorg Museum in Indianapolis.

 Mentioned also is “The Indian Arts & Crafts Act of 1990” (Public Law No. 101-644) along with the history and story behind the floral/plant design.  
REFERENCE/BOOKS/AUTHORS:  The American Indiana Craft Book by Marz & Nono Minor.  Various examples of Indian Crafts and how to make simple replicas. Frontiers and Beyond: Visions and Collections from the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art.  This book has a great color reproduction of a bandolier bag found in the museum collection.  The Ledgerbook of Thomas Blue Eagle, Charlesbridge.  Though this book does not show a bandolier bag, included in the illustrations by the artist are drawings of an Indian wearing a medicine bag.  This would be a good example of other types and uses of bags.   
Native American Leather &Bead Crafting.  By Patty Cox.  Sterling.  2008.  Very good book introducing us to the origins of Native American Beadwork.  Beads were originally carved from shells, coral, turquoise and other stones, bone, horns and teeth.  In the mid-1600s, Cherokee Indians traded with Europeans.  Glass seed beads, steel needles, silk thread, and cloth made of wool and cotton were used to create elaborate beaded bandolier bags.  For the SE Woodlands tribes many bags were exchanged and used in diplomatic protocol.  (Example: Sam Houston gave Andrew Jackson a bandolier bag with the embroidered dedication ”to Gnl Jackson From Sam Houston.”  

 The art form matured by the end of the 1700s, with its peak between 1800 and 1840.  This was due to the removal of the Cherokees, what is known as the “Trail of Tears.”  This book has two beautiful color illustrations/reproductions.  One specific bandolier bag is an illustrated design of the story of how “The Plants Became Allies” by Martha Berry.  Also mentioned is “The Indian Arts & Crafts Act of 1990” (Public Law No. 101-644).  Basically it prohibits anyone to misrepresent, falsely market or sell Indian arts and crafts.  
Warman’s Native American Collectibles:  A Price Guide and Historical Reference.  By John A. Shuman III.  Krause Publication.  1998.  Very good historical references along with artifacts including bandolier bags.  
Warman’s North American Indian Artifacts by Russell E. Lewis:  Identification and Price Guide.   Great visual examples of various artifacts including examples of Ojibwa Bandolier Bags.  This book too has important historical reference, putting artifacts into their historical context.
Websites:  http://www.crayola.com/coloringcraft/craft/printer.cfm/id=1030.  The Crayola website shares how to create and design a replica of a Lenape Indian Bandolier Bag.  The Bandolier was an important part of a Lenape (Delaware) man’s traditional clothing.  Although they recommend using a brown paper lunch bag, I use large brown paper bags.  One bag makes for two bandolier bags.  I do like the idea of using dots in designing patterns to represent ornate beadwork created by the Lenape people.  http://www.delawaretribeofindians.nsn.us/index.html.  Google: potawatomi bandolier bag.  
ENGAGING STUDENTS:  MOTIVATION AND ‘HOOK’:   What is it?  What does it remind you of? Who made it?  Why was it made?  What was it used for?   Who wore it?   Does it remind you of anything you’ve seen before?  Why do you think they took the time and energy to decorate them so elaborately?
 Bandolier bags were made by the Eastern Cherokee, Winnebago, Menominee, and Ojibwa of the Great Lakes.   Bandolier bags were used by men to hold clothing or hunting supplies.   I hope through thoughtful discussion students will be more curious and want to learn more about bandolier bags and possibly other Indian artifacts.  I hope students will look at them with new perspective and appreciation.  
FOCUS ACTIVITY:  After some discussion and viewing several different examples of bandolier bags the focus activity is to create and design a functional imitation bandolier bag out of brown grocery bag.  Students can choose to create personal designs or imitate Indian designs of original Loom-beaded bandolier bags.  Designs can be geometric or floral and organic.  Students will get to decide how they will use their bandolier bags.  Students will learn to use easily-available materials to create something beautiful (or at least interesting) and functional.  When time permits students can embellish the finished bags with yarn, tassels and beads.
