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Unit:  American Immigration in Three Lessons

To Include Overview of Immigration, 

Ellis Island, and Angel Island
Lesson 2:  The Role of Ellis Island in American Immigration
Grade Level:  3rd & 4th
State Social Studies Standards:  
History:  3.2.1 Discuss the reasons governments are needed and identify specific goods and services that governments provide.  3.2.5  Explain the importance of being a good citizen of the state and the nation.  4.1.16 Distinguish fact from opinion and fact from fiction in historical documents and other information resources.  
Objectives:

· Students will understand why it was important for the U.S. government to regulate immigration.

· Students will understand the steps involved in processing immigrants at Ellis Island.

· Students will identify qualities of good citizens, and understand how these criteria were used as part of the screening process at Ellis Island.
· Students will understand that a fictional character created by an author is shaped by the author’s interpretation of factual people and events.
Materials:

The tradebooks Coming to America by Betty Maestro, and At Ellis Island by Louise Peacock.  K-W-L chart from lesson 1.  World map.  Photographs of scenes from Ellis Island.  Index cards with photocopied picture and narrative of an Ellis Island immigrant, taken from Peacock’s book.  Props to make costumes, and some old suitcases or boxes.

Time:
This lesson will span two or three sessions, at about 45-60 minutes per session.  For example, the first session could include the “engage” part of the lesson, and the second session could include the “apply” part of the lesson, and the third session could include the “wrap up/ assessment” section of the lesson.
Focus questions:
Why did the U.S. government decide to control immigration?  What kinds of things did the immigrants need (tangible and intangible) in order to make it through the immigration process? What were the immigrants like?
Engage:
Conduct a brief picture walk of previously read material from Maestro’s book (pp. 1-18).  Quickly review the class K-W-L chart from lesson 1.  Then, pass out Ellis Island photos to groups of students.  Explain that these are pictures taken of Ellis Island long ago, when thousands of immigrants arrived on a daily basis.  Ask student pairs to share their observations and inferences about the photos.  Take some time to add new material to the K-W-L chart, if needed.  Then, begin reading pp.18-29 from Maestro’s book.  Stop at appropriate parts in the text to write the focus questions in the “W” section of the chart.  Include students’ suggestions, as well.  While reading, stop often to check students’ understanding of lesson objectives and focus questions.  After reading, discuss what should be added to the “L” section of the chart.
Apply:
Introduce the book At Ellis Island by Louise Peacock.  During the picture walk, point out the complicated layout of the book:  the pages contain three types of text.  One type of text tells the story of Sera, a girl who is immigrating to America from Armenia.  Sera is a character from the author’s imagination.  The second type of text contains the author’s observations from her recent visit to Ellis Island, now a museum.  The third type of text contains words written by actual immigrants.  Peacock tells us their names, ages, and countries of origin.  
Read examples both from the author’s trip to Ellis Island the museum, and from the personal narratives of the original immigrants and workers of Ellis Island.  Be sure the students understand the book’s layout before continuing.  Point out Armenia on the map, and explain that is where Sera, the imaginary character, is from.  Explain how Louise Peacock researched Ellis Island by visiting it in person (it is now a museum), and by looking up old records of immigrants who passed through Ellis Island.  She synthesized all of that information to create the character of Sera.  Explain that you will first read just Sera’s story.  Then you will go back and read some of Louise Peacock’s observations from her recent trip to Ellis Island.  Then you will read some of the actual immigrant and worker narratives.  Tell the class that you will only be reading some of these, because the class will have a chance to present the rest of pages in the form of a role-play.
Read Sera’s story.  
Then, explain that the class will take different parts of the book.  Some will act out the fictional story of Sera.  Some will read Louise Peacock’s thoughts and observations from her trip to Ellis Island, the museum.  Some will act out scenes from the lives of actual immigrants or Ellis Island workers.  Divide the class into three groups, then hand out index cards to individual students.  Students in each group will decide if they will read, rephrase, or act out the information from the cards. Students will decide how they want to perform the role-plays:  in sequence, with each group performing separately, one after the other; or to perform it simultaneously, so that all events seem to be happening on the same stage (but taking turns reading/acting aloud).
Give students some time to rehearse and then present the role-plays.

Wrap up/ Assessment:
Using the pull-down map of the world, have students locate the points of origin of the characters they played.  Facilitate a discussion in which students generate answers to the focus questions.  Add this information to the “L” part of the chart.  For an individual assessment, have the students make a T-chart on a blank sheet of paper.  On one side, students should list facts about Ellis Island.  On the other side, students should tell what opinions they have formed about Ellis Island from the books and role-plays.  
Resources

Maestro, B. (1996).  Coming to America.  New York:  Scholastic.
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Entitled images from above website that are used during the “engage” part of the lesson:

1. Emigrants Coming to the “Land of Promise”
2. Immigrant Landing Station, N.Y.

3. Landing At Ellis Island

4. New York: Welcome to the Land of Freedom

5. Immigrants at Ellis Island

6. Immigrants Just Arrived From Foreign Countries

7. Immigrants Waiting to be Transferred

8. Four Immigrants and Their Belongings, On a Dock, Looking Out Over the Water

9. U.S. Inspectors Examining Eyes of Immigrants

