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Unit:  American Immigration in Three Lessons
To Include Overview of Immigration, 
Ellis Island, and Angel Island
Lesson 1:  Overview of American Immigration From Ice Age up to Mid 19th Century
Grade Level:  3rd & 4th
State Social Studies Standards:  
History:  3.1 Students will describe how significant people, events and developments have shaped their own community and region; compare their community to other communities in the region in other times and places; and use a variety of resources to gather information about the past.  4.1 Students will trace the historical periods, places, people, events and movements that have led to the development of Indiana as a state. 
Objectives:  

· Students will learn that people have been coming to what is now America for thousands of years.

· Students will learn that people had many different reasons for traveling to America.

· Students will be able to place immigrant biography cards on the appropriate place on a timeline.

· Students will document learning by creating and updating a T-W-L chart. 
Materials:  
Chart paper, teacher-prepared timeline, blank index cards, immigrant information cards & storage box, Coming to America by Betsy Maestro.  World map, dry-erase markers.
Time:  
This is the first lesson in a three-lesson unit on immigration.  The first lesson will take several sessions, spread over a five-day period (school week).  The introductory segment, which includes the creation of the K-W-L chart, reading of Maestro’s book, introduction of the timeline, and the placement of several cards on the timeline, takes about an hour.  The ensuing segments, which include finishing placing the cards on the timeline, adding to the K-W-L chart, and tracing routes on the map, may take about 20 or 30 minutes per day, and can take from two to four more days.
Focus questions:  
Who came to America?  When did people start arriving in the place we call America?  How did they get here?  Why did they come? What was life like for them?

Engage:

To begin the lesson, start a T-W-L chart on the board.  The first page of the chart is entitled, “What we think we know about immigration.”  The second page is entitled, “What we wonder about immigration,” and the last page, to be filled out after each lesson, is entitled, “What we learned about immigration.”  
 Write students’ existing and tentative knowledge of immigration on the first page of the chart.  Guide the class discussion to incorporate the focus questions in the “W” section of the chart.  
Next, read aloud Betsy Maestro’s Coming to America.  Before reading, pass out index cards to students, so they may jot down important information from the book to add to the chart.
Read pages 1-18, and stop just before the description of Ellis Island, which is the focus of the second lesson in the unit.  
Apply:

Next, introduce the timeline to the students.  Note:  the timeline is demarcated into 50-year segments, from the year 14,000 BCE to 2050. It is important to construct the timeline so that there is a break in the timeline from where it begins to the year 0.  This is an actual gap that is made by cutting the timeline and separating these two regions by about six inches of space.  This space is meant to encompass the ball of yarn that represents the intervening years (measured and cut to the scale of the timeline’s 50-year segments).  When the timeline is introduced, explain that there is not enough room on the walls to include all the years.  Therefore, the years from 14,000 BCE to 0 (the beginning of the Common Era) are represented by a very long strand of yarn.  Have the students stand around the perimeter of the room, and unroll the yarn by passing it from student to student (it will probably go all the way around the room!).   Explain that the yarn represents 14,000 years- many thousands of years when people were making their way throughout North America. During this time, many people lived in what we now call America.  There were many events in their lives, and they had many stories to tell, but it was a very long time ago. Then, roll up the ball, and attach it to the gap in the timeline.  Say that this section of the timeline will be called Very Long Ago.  This section of the timeline will read: 14,000 BCE (Last stages of last Ice Age.  Paleoindians traveled across Beringia, going from Asia to North America), 0 (Common Era begins).  Briefly review the events on this and the following sections of the timeline, which are taken from Maestro’s book.
Next, introduce the next section of the timeline (the years 0 through1500) as Long Ago. Most people living in America were Native Americans.   The time line reads: 200 (100’s of Native American groups living in America), 1000 (Vikings explore and settle for a time in Canada), 1492 (Columbus reaches the Americas).   

The next section of the timeline is called the Age of Explorers (years 1500 through 1610).  After Columbus, other European explorers wanted to see what America was like.  The timeline reads: 1500-1610 (Explorers from Spain, France, and England establish settlements in North & South America).

The next section of the timeline is called the Colonial Years (1610 through 1775).  The timeline reads:  1619 (First African slaves are brought to the English colonies), 1630 (Puritans come to Massachusetts), 1638 (Swedish people settle in Delaware), 1709 (People from Switzerland and Germany settle in North & South Carolina), 1718 (The French establish the city of New Orleans), 1750 (The population of America is 1 million!).

The next section of the timeline is called the Pioneer years (1775 through 1915).  It reads:  1790 (America’s population reaches 4 million!), 1845 (People from Ireland arrive to escape starvation), 1848 (The first Chinese people arrive in San Francisco, California), 1850 (U.S. has 31 states, and the population reaches 23 million!), 1862 (U.S. passes the Homestead Act, giving people the opportunity to own land after working on it for five years.  This draws many new immigrants into the western states).
After the timeline has been introduced, begin the next segment of the lesson:  have student pairs choose an index card from the box.  The pair reads the card aloud, and decides where to place the card on the timeline.  This activity should be stretched over several days, with new cards added throughout the week.
Wrap-up/assessment:
Discuss what new information should be added to the “W” and “L” sections of the Immigration Chart.  In addition, use the pull-down world map to allow student pairs to reference their Immigrant Information cards in order to locate the country from which their character originated, as well as where they settled in the U.S.  Students can use a dry-erase marker to trace these routes on the map.
Details on Immigrant Information cards:  using Maestro’s book (as well as internet sites for interesting details), write a short descriptive paragraph on each card.  Information should include a date, the person’s gender, age, place of origin, reason for becoming an immigrant, and place of settlement.
Card #1:  It is the year 14,000 BCE.  You are a Paleoindian; an ancestor of today’s Native Americans.  You are traveling with your family, and are part of a larger group of people.  Your people are following animals, such as mammoths, in order to hunt them.  You are a nine-year old girl, and you are traveling with your parents and younger brother.  Your responsibilities include finding food to eat, and helping to take care of your little brother.
Card # 2:  It is the year 14,000 BCE.  You are a Paleoindian; an ancestor of today’s Native Americans.  You are traveling with your family, and are part of a larger group of people.  Your people are following animals, such as mammoths, in order to hunt them.  You are a mother, and you are traveling with your husband and children.  Your responsibilities include finding and cooking food, setting up camp, making clothes for your family, and caring for your children.

Card # 3:  It is the year 860.  You are a Native American boy.  You have heard stories about how your ancestors came to live in the area, but your family lives in a permanent settlement.  You are learning to hunt the animals that live in the woods around your village, and you help to tend the crops grown there.
Card # 4:  It is the year 860.  You are a Native American grandfather.  You have heard stories about how your ancestors came to live in the area, but your family lives in a permanent settlement.  You are too old to do heavy work or hunting, but you are able to teach the youngsters how to make arrowheads, and everyone loves to listen to the stories you learned from your parents.

Card # 5:  It is the year 1492.  You are a sailor aboard the Nina.  Your captain is Christopher Columbus.  During your voyage, you hope you can find a little gold to keep for yourself.  

Card # 6:  It is the year 1565.  You are a Spanish soldier who is helping to build a fort in the New World.  The place you are living is hot and humid, and you are scared to death of the alligators!  The place you build your fort is later called Saint Augustine, Florida. 
Card # 7:  It is the year 1620.  You are a girl from Africa.  You and some of your friends were kidnapped one day while you were outside gathering firewood.  You had to endure a long, terrible journey on a ship.  When you got to Virginia, you and your friends were sold as slaves.  You know you will never see your family or your friends again, and you are frightened and heartbroken.

Card #8:  It is the year 1630.  You are Puritan woman from England.  You have traveled with your husband and children to live in Massachusetts.  You have moved to Massachusetts in order to have religious freedom.  Puritans do not feel very safe in England, and you and your family wish to practice your religion without harm.
Card # 9:  It is the year 1638.  You are a minister from Sweden.  You have come to Delaware and helped your congregation build a log church.  It will be the oldest Lutheran church in America.

Card # 10:  It is the year 1710.  You are a young man from Switzerland who loves adventure.  You have come with some of your friends to find out what the New World holds for you.  You settle in a village called New Bern, built where two rivers meet in North Carolina.  This village gets plenty of river traffic, as traders sail up and down with their goods.  You soon become a merchant, and buy goods from the traders to sell in your village.
Card # 11:  It is the year 1725.  You are the daughter of an important French businessman.  Your father has moved your family to New Orleans, Louisiana, to do business.  You are glad to be able to speak French with the new friends you make there.
Card # 12:  It is the year 1847.  You are a mother with children.  You and your husband come from Ireland, where your crops kept failing.  You have decided to move your family to America, so your family will have enough to eat.  You trade your life on a farm for the big-city life of Boston, Massachusetts.  It is a big change for you and your family, but you hope at least here no one will starve.

Card # 13:  It is the year 1865.  You are a teenaged boy from China.  You have traveled to California with your father and older brother in order to lay track for America’s transcontinental railroad.  The work is grueling, but you meet many other Chinese on the railroad, and you are able to send money home to your mother and sister at home.
Card # 14:  It is the year 1885.  You are a pioneer girl, traveling in a covered wagon.  Your parents came from Norway in order to become farmers in America.  They have heard there is plenty of land for farming, and your family is on their way to Minnesota, to join your aunt, uncle, and cousins who are already living there.

Scholarly Knowledge:

When writing this lesson, I relied mainly on the information presented in Maestro’s book.  Because I created the Immigrant Information cards myself, I also skimmed several internet sites, to ensure that the information I included on the cards was accurate.  I wanted to make sure that I was as correct as possible regarding reasons for emigrating, as well as immigrant accomplishments:  for example, the oldest Lutheran church in America really is in Delaware.
I had some prior knowledge about the American immigrant experience, as I have taught about it before, using children’s non-fiction trade books on Ellis Island and Angel Island, and fiction books on European and Asian immigrant experiences.  My favorites are Coolies by Yin (about two brothers working on the transatlantic railway), Landed by Yangsook Choi (while being detained at Angel Island, a boy studies for the exam he must  pass in order to gain access to the U.S.), and At Ellis Island by Louise Peacock, an account of immigrant processing, told in multiple perspectives.  In addition, part of my prior knowledge includes my own family history:  both of my paternal grandparents emigrated from Poland via Ellis Island in the early 1900’s, and their stories are a part of my family’s lore.
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