Lesson Four: How does the Bill of Rights Help Me? 
Using R.A.F.T. Writing to Demonstrate Understanding

Fifth Grade Social Studies
By Karen Johnson & Wendy Podany
Standards: (Civics and Government)

5.2 Students will identify main components and characteristics of the United States government. They will identify and explain key ideas in government from the colonial and founding periods that continue to shape civic and political life.

5.2.5 Foundations of Government: Describe and give examples of individual rights guaranteed by the Bill of Rights.

Objectives: 

· Students will demonstrate their understanding of one right from the Bill of Rights by writing an explanation of how that right benefits their assumed character from our recent simulation about the American Revolution.
Materials: 

· Copies of the original Bill of Rights (primary source)

· Paraphrased Bill of Rights

· RAFT Choices Chart

· Raft Rubric

Engage Student Interest: Write Bill of Rights on the board. Ask students to brainstorm what they know about the meaning of the words Bill and Rights. Pass out copies of the Bill of rights. Ask students to skim it and to offer explanations of what some of the rights mean. Ask for questions. Next, pass out the paraphrased Bill of Rights and give students time to read over them and compare the two resources. Have students connect the Bill of Rights with the character they were in the American Revolution Simulation. How would this affect their character from a personal, political and professional point of view?
Focused Activity: Allow students to select a role from which to write (they may choose to write from the perspective of their simulation identity or from a new chosen identity from the R.A.F.T. choices chart. Review the RAFT and have students choose their audience and format. Remind them that the idea is to show how the right they selected benefitted their assumed character. Have students begin the writing assignment.
Extension Activity: Group students according to the right they chose to write about. Ask them to read their pieces aloud to other group members. Move between the groups, asking students if their characters benefited in similar or different ways from the right they wrote about. “Did the right you wrote about benefit every character in your group? How?” “Are different rights in the Bill of Rights more or less important to different members of society?” “Why did you choose this right to write about?” “Can you think of other people groups who lived in the colonies who would not have benefited from these rights?” 
Assessment: 

I will assess student work according to the attached rubric.

R.A.F.T. Assignment Rubric

	Assignment Traits
	

	Accuracy

How correct is your information? Is it fully supported by the text and/or history?
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Comments:



	Perspective

Do you stay in role? How effective are you at performing your role and convincing audience?
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Comments:



	Focus

Do you stay to assigned format? Do you fully satisfy the chosen topic with numerous details and examples?
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Comments:



	Mechanics

Does your writing contain a minimal of mechanical errors? Does your writing contain no errors as identified in your grammar goals?
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Comments: 

	Benchmark
How is the overall quality of your work compared with both past work and ever increasing expectations of better work?


	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Comments: 



	GRADE: (based on levels attained for each criteria)
	

	Scoring key
25-24 = A+

23-21 = A

20 = A-

19 = B+

18-16 = B
	15 = B-

14 = C+

13-12 = C

11 = C-

10 = D

9 = D-
	Assessment guide
5 = Exceptional

4 = Effective

3 = Developing

2 = Emerging

1 = Not Yet




Paraphrased Bill of Rights (1791)

These are the ten rights that are in the Bill of Rights:
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Congress can't make any law about your religion, or stop you from practicing your religion, or keep you from saying whatever you want, or publishing whatever you want (like in a newspaper or a book). And Congress can't stop you from meeting peacefully for a demonstration to ask the government to change something. 

2. Congress can't stop people from having and carrying weapons, because we need to be able to defend ourselves. 

3. You don't have to let soldiers live in your house, except if there is a war, and even then only if Congress has passed a law about it. 

4. Nobody can search your body, or your house, or your papers and things, unless they can prove to a judge that they have a good reason to think you have committed a crime. 

5. You can't be tried for any serious crime without a Grand Jury meeting first to decide whether there's enough evidence for a trial. And if the jury decides you are innocent, the government can't try again with another jury. You don't have to say anything at your trial. You can't be killed, or put in jail, or fined, unless you were convicted of a crime by a jury. And the government can't take your house or your farm or anything that is yours, unless the government pays for it. 

6. If you're arrested, you have a right to have your trial pretty soon, and the government can't keep you in jail without trying you. The trial has to be public, so everyone knows what is happening. The case has to be decided by a jury of ordinary people from your area. You have the right to know what you are accused of, to see and hear the people who are witnesses against you, to have the government help you get witnesses on your side, and you have the right to a lawyer to help you. 

7. You also have the right to a jury when it is a civil case (a law case between two people rather than between you and the government). 

8. The government can't make you pay more than is reasonable in bail or in fines, and the government can't order you to have cruel or unusual punishments (like torture) even if you are convicted of a crime. 

9. Just because these rights are listed in the Constitution doesn't mean that you don't have other rights too. 

10. Anything that the Constitution doesn't say that Congress can do should be left up to the states, or to the people.

Source: http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/northamerica/after1500/government/billofrights.htm
R.A.F.T. Writing Choices

	R: Role of the Writer

	A citizen in the colonies (male, female, or child)

	A merchant, farmer, lawyer, smuggler, doctor or minister

	The leader of the Sons of Liberty

	A commanding officer or soldier in the Revolutionary Army

	The President

	A slave (freed or not)

	 

	A: Audience

	Attendees at a political rally

	A potential employer

	A ladies' tea or quilting group

	A community meeting

	Relatives back in England or Africa

	A class of fifth graders in a colony school

	 

	F: Format of the Writing

	A letter

	An editorial in the newspaper

	An advertisement

	A persuasive speech

	A journal entry

	 

	T: Topic

	How your character benefits from one right in the Bill of Rights


