Lesson Three: Teach for Deliberation/Idea Teach
Unit Focus: Did Jamestown Colony Survive?
Big Idea: (What is Survival?)
Fifth Grade Social Studies
By Karen Johnson & Wendy Podany
Essential Question: Did Jamestown colony “Fail”?
Standards:

5.1.4 Locate and compare the origins, physical structure and social structure of early Spanish, French and British settlements. (Individuals, Society and Culture)

5.1.6 Identify and discuss instances of both cooperation and conflict between Native American Indians and European settlers, such as agriculture, trade, cultural exchanges and military alliances, as well as later broken treaties, massacres and conflicts over control of the land. 

5.1.19 Using primary and secondary sources to examine an historical account about an issue of the time, reconstruct the literal meaning of the passages by identifying who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments and what consequences or outcomes followed.
Objectives: 

· Students will answer the question yes or no whether Jamestown colony failed.
· Students will develop a working definition of “Survival” as it applies to our class discussion about the first settlement. 

· Students will use primary and secondary sources to discover more information about their point of view and find a mutually agreeable answer.
Materials: 

Chalkboard, chalk, Post-It notes (class set), student notebooks, 3 folders, primary source sets (see below). 
Primary source sets: 

Maps: A map showing the original colony of Jamestown, and Williamsburg (where the colony eventually moved, a photo of the model of James Fort*, a map of Virginia, a map of early America, a map of the voyage from England. Engravings and sketches of John Smith, Native Americans, encounters, villages, etc.
Letters and Diary Entries: Letters and log entries written by John Smith, individuals on the voyage to Virginia, and settlers.
Timeline: A timeline of events and references including dates of voyage and arrival. A list of settlers by occupation.
Sources: 

Preservation Virginia, Jamestown Rediscovery.
http://historicjamestowne.org/
Jamestown Primary Source Sets

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
America’s Story

www.americaslibrary.gov
*due to the time period studied and the availability and teaching value of aids such as photographs of reconstructed models, not all sources are primary. 
Engage Student Interest: 

I will begin the lesson by asking the class to think back to the material we discussed about the Jamestown colony and survival. I will ask the question “Did Jamestown colony fail?” I will create a discussion web on the board.  I will write the question and on either side the word “YES” or “NO”. Above the question I will write “REASONS” and below the question I will write “CONCLUSIONS”. 
Before we begin the Focused Activity, I will ask students to share what they think “survived” means in terms of the Jamestown settlement. “Does it mean that all, most, some or no people were still living at the end of a time period?” “Does it mean that there was always at least one person living IN the colony since the first ship arrived?” “Does it mean that Jamestown still exists today in the same place?” “What if the people of Jamestown colony all moved somewhere else together? Would you consider that survival?” I will ask students to talk in their table groups about this question. I will also let individual students use the definition of “survived” that they settled on to use during the Focused Activity, but I will challenge them to use examples in the primary sources they study to support their definitions. 
Focused Activity:

Next I will ask the students to write their name on a Post It and use their Post-It to “vote” by sticking it in the “Yes” or “No” column on the board. 

I will also ask them to create a similar t-chart in their social studies notebooks. I will explain that each time a student changes his vote he needs to move his post it to the opposite column on the class board, check the column on his own t-chart, and write the reason for his change based on information in the primary source sets. Then I will distribute a set of resources to each table group and challenge students to find evidence to support their perspective. 
As students examine and discuss the primary source documents at their tables, they will be encouraged to consider their decision about whether or not Jamestown colony “survived”. Every five minutes, I will stop the class and give students an opportunity to change their vote on the board and in their notebooks. After votes have been changed, I will ask volunteers to share what they found that persuaded them to keep or change their vote. 
Assessment: 
For homework, students will write a paragraph to explain their final decision using references to the primary sources to support their perspective. 
