Theme: Survival

Essential Question: How did Jamestown Colony Survive?

Fifth Grade Social Studies (By Karen Johnson & Wendy Podany)

Lesson Two: Teach for Inquiry
Essential Question: How did the colonists protect themselves from the Indians? 
Standards:

5.1.6 Identify and discuss instances of both cooperation and conflict between Native American Indians and European settlers, such as agriculture, trade, cultural exchanges and military alliances, as well as later broken treaties, massacres and conflicts over control of the land. 

5.1.19 Using primary and secondary sources to examine an historical account about an issue of the time, reconstruct the literal meaning of the passages by identifying who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments and what consequences or outcomes followed.
5.1.20 Read and interpret primary and secondary source accounts that pertain to a problem confronting people during the Founding Era of the United States.

Objectives: 

· Students will make hypotheses about Jamestown survival strategies. 

· Students will use knowledge gained from examining primary sources to make inferences about how the colonists used trade, food, geography, weapons and armor to protect themselves from neighboring Indians during the early years at James Fort. 

Materials: 

Chalkboard, chalk, graphic organizers (class set)

Primary source sets: 

Trade: Photographs of glass beads, ornaments and copper pendants used to trade for corn and Indian made pots excavated from James Fort. 
Food: Photographs of apothecary jars, food preparation and storage vessels, and food scraps such as turtle shells and animal bones excavated from James Fort.
Weapons and armor: Photographs of helmets, breastplates, sword hangers, shots, bullets and bullet making tools excavated from James Fort. 
Geography: A copy of John Smith’s map of Jamestown and Virginia, a photograph of a model of James Fort*.
Sources from Preservation Virginia, Jamestown Rediscovery. http://historicjamestowne.org/
*due to the time period studied and the availability and teaching value of aids such as photographs of reconstructed models, not all sources are primary. 
Engage Student Interest: 

I will begin the lesson by asking the class for hypotheses about how Jamestown colony was able to survive its first few years. We will record students’ answers on the board and group them into related categories. Students will write hypotheses they think are most correct on the back of their graphic organizers. I will remind students of our prior lesson about primary sources and challenge them to examine some primary sources to find additional or more specific things the colonists did to preserve their lives. 

Focused Activity:

In groups of seven, students will examine a packet of primary sources that share a common theme (armor, geography, trade and food). As they find information that helps explain how the colony was sustained, they will record their ideas on the graphic organizers. 
After 15 minutes, I will direct groups to decide whether they will add to or change any of the hypotheses on the board or on their papers that relate to their data sets. Then they will prepare to present their findings to the rest of the class. As each group presents the information they found, other students will record notable points on their graphic organizers. After each group has presented, I will ask students to take a few minutes to change their hypotheses if necessary. 
Assessment: 
If time allows, I will ask volunteers to share how the new information influenced their conclusions. 

For homework, students will be charged with writing a paragraph that answers the following question. “Name one thing that you believe was key to Jamestown colony’s survival during the first year (1607-1608). Include at least three details from our work in class today that support your choice.”

