Lesson One: What REALLY happened? 
(An Introduction to Using Primary Sources)

Fifth Grade Social Studies
By Karen Johnson & Wendy Podany
*Note: We used this as an introduction lesson to help students identify primary sources prior to our historical unit lessons. 
Lesson One: What REALLY happened? (An Introduction to Using Primary Sources)
Standards:

5.1.19 Using primary and secondary sources to examine an historical account about an issue of the time, reconstruct the literal meaning of the passages by identifying who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments and what consequences or outcomes followed.
Objectives: 

· Students will create primary sources to record a current event. 

· Students will use primary sources to reconstruct a recent historical event. 

· In a class discussion, students will demonstrate their understanding of the differences between primary and secondary sources. They will be able to explain why primary sources are so valuable in the study of historical events. 
Materials: 

Paper, pencils, coffee, digital camera, classroom newsletter, Musical Arts Center bulletin (if available). 

Engage Student Interest: 

Upon returning from a class field trip, I will ask students to write a paragraph about the trip that includes details about the bus ride, their experience at the Musical Arts Center, their impressions of the performance and anything that may have made their trip unique. This will engage them as they enjoy writing about themselves and are usually curious about my purpose for an activity that deviates from our norm. 
Focused Activity:

The following day, I will explain that many of the papers were lost through various natural and man-caused disasters. For example, some papers were drooled on by my baby while I was home grading, coffee was spilled on some, some were left at my home, our principal wanted samples of student writing, and some fell into the recycling bin and were taken out to the collector. 

I will read or have students read the remaining 3-4 papers and look over a few pictures taken at the event, the class newsletter announcing the event and a program bulletin, if available. As a class of “historians”, we will use our remaining “primary sources” to reconstruct the events of the field trip. We will try to identify who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments and what consequences or outcomes followed. Together, we will piece together the “facts” on the board. I will explain that secondary sources of information contain only the parts of a story that someone/s have chosen to tell. 

Assessment: 
Students will demonstrate their understanding during a class discussion as we address some of the following questions: Who gets to decide whose story is told? Who wrote our social studies textbook? How do you think they decided what was important to say? Where they right? Where did they get their information? Whose stories are included? Whose stories are left out? What other information could we have learned if we had been able to read all of your paragraphs? Why is it helpful to use primary documents when we are learning about someone’s story? 

Extension or Homework Activity:
If we have time, I will ask students to write a second paragraph telling of they morning’s events using only the information we collected from our surviving sources. Then students will read their paragraphs to each other, noting the differences between them, despite their shared source (the collection of facts we gleaned from the remaining primary sources). 

Source: 

This lesson was based on an activity in Young Citizens of the World: Teaching Elementary Social Studies Through Civic Engagement by Marilynne Boyle-Baise and Jack Zevin (Routledge, 2009).

