Unit Theme:  Important Documents of American History 
Theme Question:  How did important documents in history shape our country?
Grade:  3/4 Multiage
Teacher:  Jennifer Fox 
Lesson 1:  The Declaration of Independence-the familiar and unfamiliar

Standards:
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History
3.1 Students will describe how significant people, events and developments have shaped their own community and region; compare their community to other communities in the region in other times and places; and use a variety of resources to gather information about the past. 

3.2.2 Foundations of Government: Identify fundamental democratic principles and ideals. (Core Standard) 

Example: The right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness
READING
Structural Features of Informational and Technical Materials

4.2.1 Use the organization of informational text to strengthen comprehension.  Example: Read informational texts that are organized by comparing and contrasting ideas, by discussing causes for and effects of events, or by sequential order and use this organization to understand what is read. Use graphic organizers, such as webs, flow charts, concept maps, or Venn diagrams to show the organization of the text.
WRITING: 
English Language Conventions 

3.6 Students write using Standard English conventions appropriate to this grade level. 
Objectives:

· Students will use prior knowledge to identify various documents written throughout American History
· Students will use prior knowledge to identify important people and places of American History

· Students will identify and record familiar words, phrases, sentences in the primary source of the Declaration of Independence
· Students will identify and record unfamiliar words, phrases, sentences in the primary source of the Declaration of Independence
Materials:

· Overhead projector 
· overhead pen 
· T-Chart graphic organizer transparency 
· Activity worksheet (for each student)
Primary Sources:

· Declaration of Independence replica
· Illustrations of the signers of the Declaration of Independence
· Illustrations of the signatures on the Declaration of Independence
· 5 Obscure Facts about the Declaration of Independence
· The Declaration of Independence and Other Great Documents of American History-1775-1865 edited by John Grafton
Engage Student Interest:  
We will begin the lesson with the question, “What does “independent” mean?”  I will give examples of when I use the word “independent” in classroom instruction.  For example, “What do I mean when I say you will work independently during reading today?”  I will record the students’ responses to the meaning of “independent” on the overhead.  Then, I will ask the students, “What does “independence” mean?”  The students’ responses will again be recorded on the overhead projector using the meaning of “independent” as a guide.  Finally, the students will be asked, “When has the word “independence” been important to our country’s history?”  The class will brainstorm ideas as all are recorded on the overhead projector. 
Students will be shown a replica of the Declaration of Independence.  The class will have the opportunity to share what they know about the Declaration of Independence using their prior knowledge.  During this discussion, illustrations will be shared of the signers and signatures of the Declaration.  Familiar people and signatures will be recognized (for example, Ben Franklin, George Washington). 
Concept Formation:
Essential Question:  What words, phrases, or whole sentences are familiar (and unfamiliar) in the Declaration of Independence?
Examples:  
Examples will be offered by reading aloud 2-3 sentences from the Declaration where words or phrases may be familiar.  For example, “all men are created equal”.  Students will share what words are familiar and why these words or phrases are familiar.  They will answer the question of where they have heard these familiar words or phrases prior.  Examples will also be read aloud from 2-3 sentences that may be unfamiliar to the students.

Focused Activity:
Students will work in “Buddy Teams” of 2-4 students.  They will use a worksheet to record 3 familiar and 3 unfamiliar words, phrases, or sentences in the Declaration of Independence.  They will use the book, The Declaration of Independence and Other Great Documents of American History-1775-1865 edited by John Grafton as their copy of the document.
I will walk around and assist in reading the document, pointing out sentences to focus on, and offering understanding of terms not understood.
Assessment:
In a whole group discussion, students will share familiar and unfamiliar words, phrases, or sentences of the Declaration recorded on their activity worksheets.  A T-Chart graphic organizer overhead will be used to record students’ findings for each.  Students will share why the words, phrases, or sentences are familiar using their prior knowledge.  The classroom will participate in discussion during the T-Chart activity to extend the learning activity.
Cumulating Activity:
All primary sources will be displayed in our Thematic station, along with our Familiar/Unfamiliar T-Chart of results.
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