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History Educators Project

Teaching American History through the Lens of Indiana

        Course/Grade Level:  American History Grade 8
         Lesson Title: The Freedom Trail (Underground Railroad)
         Teacher:  Katherine Cashman
	 State and National Standards:
·  State the standards that the lesson supports 

· Describe briefly how the lesson supports the standards

	· 8.1.9 Describe the influence of individual on social and political developments.

· 8.1.10 Compare differences in ways of life in northern and southern states, including growth of towns and cities in the North and the growing dependence on slavery in the South.

· 8.1.16 Describe the abolition of slavery in the Northern states, conflict and compromises associated with westward expansion of slavery, such as the Missouri Compromise (1820), and the continued resistance to slavery by African Americans. 

· 8.1.18 Analyze different interests and points of view of individuals and groups involved in the abolitionist, feminist and social reform movements and in sectional conflicts. 

· 8.1.20 Explain the influence of individuals on key events and development of the early United States. 

· 8.1.23 Explain and evaluate the policies and practices, and consequences of Reconstruction, including the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution. 

· 8.1.25 Identify the influence of individuals on political and social events and movements. 
· 8.1.27 Recognize historical perspectives by identifying the historical context in which events unfolded and by avoiding evaluation of the past solely in terms of present –day norms. 

· 8.1.31 Examine the causes of problems in the past and evaluate solutions chosen as well as possible alternative course of actions.  Consider the information available at the time, the interests of those affected by the decision, and the consequences of each course of action. 


	Objectives:
· State the objectives and which level one is addressing utilizing Bloom's taxonomy (Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation) 

	· Knowledge—Students will fill out a KWL chart about the Underground Railroad. 
· Comprehension—Students will label states on a United States map that were part of the Underground Railroad. 

· Application—Students will create a map of stops on the Underground Railroad based on the song “Follow the Drinking Gourd.”

· Analysis—Students will create a wanted poster for a runaway based on others researched. Helps give students the realization that these people were wanted. 
· Synthesis—Students will relate the pursuit of the slaves by bounty hunters to a modern day event. 

· Application—Students will create their own code and path north to help slaves on the Underground Railroad to escape to freedom. 




	Time:  
· Explain how your school day is organized (traditional, block, alternate, trimester,etc...)

	· Seven 45 minute periods 


	Hook:  Interest Building
·  How will you motivate the students? For example: use an appealing dramatic reading, or video website (YouTube) or other motivational piece.

	· Show the video clip of the reenactment of Uncle Tom’s Cabin from the movie “The King and I”


	Outstanding Teaching Strategies:  Use a minimum of one strategy per lesson plan.
____Focus In: Interest Building 

____Teach for Ideas: Concept Development 

____Teach for Inquiry: Discovery 

____Teach through Drama: Dramatic Expression 

____Write to Learn: Perspective Taking
____ Teach for Deliberation: Decision Making 

	·  Focus In:  Have students generate question from the KWL chart. 
· Teach for Ideas:  Discuss the ideas of freedom?  Who is free?  What is freedom?  Is the definition of freedom different today than it was in the 18th century?  

· Teach for inquiry:  have students understand the difficulty, danger, and hardship associated with the Underground Railroad participants. 

· Perspective taking:  students will discuss the reasons for the pursuit of runaway slaves and the view as seen by other countries.  (The King and I)

· Decision making:  students will have to make decisions based on geography and their knowledge of history to create their route North on the Underground Railroad. 


	Content:  
· Concept Development:  Big ideas that will be addressed in this lesson 

· Perspective Taking:  Multiple perspectives must be incorporated into every lesson (classism, racism, equality, social justice, etc…). 

· Meaningful, Integrative, Value-based, Challenging, Active (NCSS Standards) 

· Multimedia used: PowerPoint, audio, video, etc…

	· Concept Development:  The idea that freedom and slavery are subjective.  How did these ideas differ in the 18th century to our 21st century definition?
· Perspective Taking:  Students will learn the reasons that the slave holders used to justify keeping slaves, the anti-slavery viewpoint, and the Asian viewpoint. 

· Meaningful:  students will be able to understand the idea that at different times in history different ideas had different meanings based on society such as slavery and freedom have different meanings today than at earlier times in history. 
· Integrative: The movie “The King and I” helps show how relevant to others in other places and links to world. 
· Value-based:  Is it correct to place our 21st century values on those in the past?

· Challenging & Active:  Having students use problem solving to create a map and code for a route north on the Underground Railroad. 

· Multimedia Used: movie “The King and I”, Computer, Audio-Follow the Drinking Gourd.


	Background for lesson implementation
Need to develop deep and rich explanations of your learning activities and very specific procedures that you will be implementing. Choices include, but are not limited to:

· Discovery:  research (inquiry) as detective 

· Dramatic expression: folk art, protest song, role play, reader's theatre, etc… 

· Decision-making: deliberation and/or pro/con views, etc…
· Socratic seminar 

	· Discovery: Students will use the clues in the song to plot a course north on a map.
· Decision Making: students will show pros and cons of the use of bounty hunters to find and capture runaway slaves. 

· This lesson fits into the curriculum in my classroom because as the students learn about the events that led up to the Civil War they will begin to comprehend the complexity, catalysts, events that caused the Southern states to secede from the Union. Big Idea:  What does the Underground Railroad teach us about the infectious nature of the words “All Men are Created Equal?” 


	Procedures:


	· Students will fill out a KWL chart based on their knowledge of the Underground Railroad?
· Students will generate 3 questions based on their KWL chart to further their understanding?

· Students will use the song “Follow the Drinking Gourd to try to plot the route described in the song.

· Students will research/take a virtual tour of the Underground Railroad. 

· Students will plot the/one of the routes north based on the virtual tour. 

· Students will create a wanted poster for a runaway slave based on one found on the web in order to create an understanding of the danger faced by runaways and those helping them. 
· Students will create clues and their own Route north on the Underground Railroad.




	Materials:
· List materials, supplies, books, artifacts, and computer equipment needed for the lesson. 

· List titles and authors of all books and primary sources. 

	· Copies of KWL charts 
· Song and book of  “Follow the Drinking Gourd”

· Map of the United States east of the Mississippi

· Computer 

· DVD player 

· Map of some of the routes of the Underground Railroad.


	Evaluation:
· Debrief discussion, exit slip, or quiz, test, journal entry, or KWL strategy to surface knowledge and insights that have occurred, paper, etc…

	· Students will create a code and a route north based on the code as a guide for those riding the Underground Railroad.  


	Resources:
·  (Insert a list of Web sites - with URLs - that you have used in implementing this lesson.)

	 Movie “The King and I”
Book and Lyrics—Follow the Drinking Gourd.

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/j1a.html--virtual tour of the Underground Railroad
Reading about Underground Railroad in Monroe County—link of railroad to our own state and community—from reading obtained from Monroe County Historical Society. 
http://www.dpcdsb.org/NR/rdonlyres/F8D3DB38-5A48-4149-A94E-C0C00905B84D/55888/GeographyLessonsPart12.pdf--lesson plan of Underground Railroad

http://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/3300/3312/3312z.htm--map of Routes of the Underground Railroad

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/underground/routes.htm--map and info about routes of Underground Railroad

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u6/index.html#top--Historic routes of Underground Railroad
http://www.undergroundrailroadindiana.com/--history of the Underground Railroad

http://pathways.thinkport.org/flash_home.cfm--Website about Underground Railroad

http://www.ket.org/underground/resources/music.htm--Songs of the Underground Railroad

The following Url’s are included to help students understand the danger and risks taken by those who traveled and escorted slaves North.  
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/runaways/allrecords.html--Runaway slave ads http://www.afrigeneas.com/library/runaway_ads/balt-intro.html--actual runaway slave ads http://people.uvawise.edu/runaways/girl.html--Slave Auction Advertisement

http://tracielogan.net/slaveimages/archive/fullsize/runaway-ad1_6c1011dd94.jpg--Actual slave ad

http://tracielogan.net/slaveimages/archive/fullsize/runaway-ad3_e1816de73f.jpg--Actual slave ad

http://tracielogan.net/slaveimages/archive/fullsize/runaway-ad2_2e40b5ef0a.jpg--to be sold slave ad


