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History Educators Project

Teaching American History through the Lens of Indiana

        Course/Grade Level:  8th Grade American History
         Lesson Title: I Am Not Invisible: Native Americans—A Hidden Agenda
         Teacher:  Katherine Cashman
	 State and National Standards:
·  State the standards that the lesson supports 

· Describe briefly how the lesson supports the standards

	· 8.1.1  Identify Native American Indian groups of Eastern North America and describe early conflict and cooperation with European settlers and the influence the two cultures had on each other. (Individuals, Society and Culture)
· 8.1.9 Describe the influence of important individuals on social and political developments of the time.  

· 8.1.15 Explain the concept of Manifest Destiny and describe it impact on westward expansion of the United States.  (Individuals, Society and Culture)

· 8.1.23 Describe the conflicts between Native American Indians and settlers of the Great Plains.  (Individuals, Society and Culture)

· 8.1.28 Recognize historical perspective and evaluate alternative courses of action by describing the historical context in which events unfolded and by avoiding evaluation of the past solely in terms of present-day norms. 

· 8.1.29 Differentiate between facts and historical interpretation recognizing that the historian’s narrative reflects his or her judgment about the significance of particular facts.

· 8.1.31 Obtain historical data from a variety of sources to compare and contrast examples of art, music, and literature during the nineteenth century and explain how these reflect American culture during the time period.  


	Objectives:
· State the objectives and which level one is addressing utilizing Bloom's taxonomy (Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation) 

	· Knowledge:  Students will know names, events, reasons and outcomes of important Native American Interactions (Little Big horn, Treaty with Potawatomi in Indiana, Letter to William Henry Harrison from Thomas Jefferson about Indiana problem, etc. 
· Comprehension: Students will be able to list important events and their significance.

· Application: Students will create a treaty with a Native American tribe.  (Use of land, Acquisition, price, water use, use of resources, etc. 

· Analysis: Student will read and analyze the meaning of the letter from Thomas Jefferson to William Henry Harrison.  

· Synthesis: Students will argue for either the Native American side or the settlers side about Westward Expansion and the displacement of Native American peoples.

· Students will create a game that uses the information used above and their knowledge of history.


	Time:  
· Explain how your school day is organized (traditional, block, alternate, trimester,etc...)

	· Traditional: 7 periods of 45 minutes each.


	Hook:  Interest Building
·  How will you motivate the students? For example: use an appealing dramatic reading, or video website (YouTube) or other motivational piece.

	· Show the School House Rock Video “Elbow Room”

· Use of a series of pictures that depict Native Americans.  Asking students a series of questions about the pictures. 
· Questions: 
          A. Make a list of 4 things you think when I say to you Native American.
     B. List 4 thinks you notice in the picture. 

                 C.  Explain how your list is similar to or different from the list you made when you looked at the picture.

             D. What insight might you learn about society’s ideas of Native Americans?     Explain you answer.

          E.  Explain how Native Americans might feel invisible 




	Outstanding Teaching Strategies:  Use a minimum of one strategy per lesson plan.
____Focus In: Interest Building 

____Teach for Ideas: Concept Development 

____Teach for Inquiry: Discovery 

____Teach through Drama: Dramatic Expression 

____Write to Learn: Perspective Taking
____ Teach for Deliberation: Decision Making 

	· Focus In:  Ask students to write a short poem about what it means to be invisible?

· Teach for Ideas:  Why would the lesson be called The Invisible Americans?  How has the United States Indian policy made Native Americans invisible?  Whose responsibility is it to make Native Americans not invisible?

· Teach through Drama:  Have students read the play “Trail of Tears.”

· Teach for Deliberation:  Students have to come up with their own plan for dealing with the Indiana Problem.  What is their agenda?
 


	Content:  
· Concept Development:  Big ideas that will be addressed in this lesson 

· Perspective Taking:  Multiple perspectives must be incorporated into every lesson (classism, racism, equality, social justice, etc…). 

· Meaningful, Integrative, Value-based, Challenging, Active (NCSS Standards) 

· Multimedia used: PowerPoint, audio, video, etc…

	Concept Development:  
1. Indian Stereotypes

a. Pictures
b. Verbal

2. United States Indian Policy

c. Treaties

d. Reservations

e. Land acquisition

f. Rights 

3. Result of the above has made Native Americans Invisible.

Perspective Taking:

a. Native American views on Westward Expansion
b. Governments views on Westward Expansion
c. Settlers views on Westward Expansion

Meaningful: Allows student to relate to the ideas that Westward expansion was good and bad. 
Integrative: Uses Literature, and Primary sources as resources. 
Value-based:  Shows students the perspective of Settlers, Native Americans, and the government. 
Challenging:  Causes students to use Critical Thinking skills.
Active:  Students will be actively involved in making the treaties with the Native Americans. 
Multimedia used:  Computers, Power point, School House Rock DVD “Elbow Room. 


	Background for lesson implementation
Need to develop deep and rich explanations of your learning activities and very specific procedures that you will be implementing. Choices include, but are not limited to:

· Discovery:  research (inquiry) as detective 

· Dramatic expression: folk art, protest song, role play, reader's theatre, etc… 

· Decision-making: deliberation and/or pro/con views, etc…
· Socratic seminar 

	· Discovery: Brief Research over an Indian problem
· Come up with a protest song, poem, poster, or other format.

· Decision Making:  Students are to create a document that is a compromise position for both the Native Americans and the Settlers.


	Procedures:

	· Students will answer bellwork.  What does it mean to you to be invisible?
· Have students brainstorm ways that teens can be/feel invisible today.
· Relate findings to Native Americans.  How are they invisible today?

· Show picture of Native Americans in traditional and nontraditional roles,dress, etc.  

· Students will create a timeline that shows 10 significant events between the Native Americans and the settlers, government.  They will include an explanation of their choices. 

· Student will read the Letter from Thomas Jefferson to William Henry Harrison about the Indian problem.
· Student will read and perform the play “Trail of Tears.”

· Students will read excerpts from Little House on the Prairie Series.

· After reading students will discuss if their picture of Native Americans is accurate.  

· Students will create a treaty with the United States government
· Students will debate the merits of the treaty. Pros and Cons.

· Students will create a board game based on the information learned from the unit. 


	Materials:
· List materials, supplies, books, artifacts, and computer equipment needed for the lesson. 

· List titles and authors of all books and primary sources. 

	· Native American Pictures-Two of Geronimo, Painting of Lakota Camp, Advertisement with Native American,--C. Snyder Power Point 
· Letter from Thomas Jefferson to William Henry Harrison

· Copy of Native License to trade with Miami Indians.

· Copy of the play Trail of Tears

· Copy of chapter 24 ‘Indians Ride Away’ “Little House on the Prairie” book by Laura Ingalls Wilder. 


	Evaluation:
· Debrief discussion, exit slip, or quiz, test, journal entry, or KWL strategy to surface knowledge and insights that have occurred, paper, etc…

	· Evaluation will be the board game that the students create.  The board game will have to have general knowledge information, details about United States Indian Policy, Problems of Westward Expansion. Multiple Viewpoints, Map of the United States. 
· Rules for Board Game:

· Set of simple instructions-rules for play (How do students move to next turn, etc.)
· Board of some kind

· Playing Pieces

· Playing cards 

· Dice/timer
· Map of the United States 
· Key ideas for Game:

· Native American Displacement

· Settlers conflicts with Native Americans

· Indian point of view
· Government policy on Native Americans


	Resources:
·  (Insert a list of Web sites - with URLs - that you have used in implementing this lesson.)

	 Chapter 24 (‘Indians Ride Away’) from Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder.
http://www.adl.org/education/curriculum_connections/Excerpt_Jefferson1803.asp
Letter from Thomas Jefferson to William Henry Harrison about Indian Policy

Pictures-from Christina Snyder Power point
School House Rock DVD of “Elbow Room”.
Play Trail of Tears 
http://images.indianahistory.org/--Picture of License to Trade with Miami Indians by William Henry Harrison

http://facstaff.uww.edu/guliga/uwec/american_indian_history_timeline.htm--timeline of Native American and United States Government Interactions. 

http://www.thelatinlibrary.com/imperialism/notes/nativeamericanchron.html--timeline of U.S. Government and native American interactions. 




