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History Educators Project

Teaching American History through the Lens of Indiana

        Course/Grade Level: American History/8th grade   

         Lesson Title: America: The Utopian Ideal
         Teacher: Cashman  

	 State and National Standards:
·  State the standards that the lesson supports 

· Describe briefly how the lesson supports the standards

	· 8.1.9 How the ideals of the leaders of the Utopian societies framed the social and political ideas of the time. 
· 8.18.15 will show how the drive for more land and the goals for a perfect society led to Manifest Destiny.

· 8.1.19 lesson will help explain how the influence of the leaders of the Utopian societies helped foster reforms and new change culture. 

· 8.1.24 lesson will explain how Utopian societies were influenced and influenced the political, social and cultural events of their time.

· 8.1.26 lesson will give examples of the changing roles of women and minorities.

· 8.1.28 lesson will show how historical events occurred and alternative courses of action could have changed history. 
· 8.1.29 lesson will help students differentiate between facts and historical representations of history. 


	Objectives:

· State the objectives and which level one is addressing utilizing Bloom's taxonomy (Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation) 

	· This lesson is going to help students identify, understand and demonstrate the ideals that led to Utopian societies in America.  
· Students will synthesize the ideologies associated with associated with the American ideals (a conception of something in its perfection) of Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness and Utopian societies. 
· Students will demonstrate their knowledge of these ideas by creating their own version of a Utopian society.  


	Time:  
· Explain how your school day is organized (traditional, block, alternate, trimester,etc...)

	· There are 7 periods that are approximately 45 minutes long. 


	Hook:  Interest Building

·  How will you motivate the students? For example: use an appealing dramatic reading, or video website (YouTube) or other motivational piece.

	· Reading and discussing themes in the poem “Xanadu” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
· Ask students to creating a pictorial representation of their ideal/perfect community.  

· Creating a pictorial representation of “Xanadu.”


	Outstanding Teaching Strategies:  Use a minimum of one strategy per lesson plan.

____Focus In: Interest Building 

____Teach for Ideas: Concept Development 

____Teach for Inquiry: Discovery 

____Teach through Drama: Dramatic Expression 

____Write to Learn: Perspective Taking

____ Teach for Deliberation: Decision Making 

	· Focus In:  Students will read 2-3 different readings about Utopian societies.  
· Teach for Ideas:  Students will identify some different kinds of Utopian societies, why they were started and rules of living.

· Discovery: Students will research Utopian societies. 

· Students will create their own Utopian society. 


	Content:  

· Concept Development:  Big ideas that will be addressed in this lesson 

· Perspective Taking:  Multiple perspectives must be incorporated into every lesson (classism, racism, equality, social justice, etc…). 

· Meaningful, Integrative, Value-based, Challenging, Active (NCSS Standards) 

· Multimedia used: PowerPoint, audio, video, etc…

	· Concept Development: types of and reasons for creating utopian societies
· Perspective Taking: Different Utopian societies were developed by people with different philosophies. What about America made it a place desirable to start Utopian societies?

· Meaningful: Create 5-10 rules for the society.

· Integrative: Explain how the society will generate money? (Economy)

· Value-based: Who will lead and how will the leader(s) be chosen? (Government)

· Value-based: What are happens to those who break the rules? (Justice)

· Value-based: Is there a religion?  If so what kind?  

· Challenging: How are those who are different are treated?
· Active: constructing a map of the Utopian community. 

· Multimedia used: computers and websites.


	Background for lesson implementation
Need to develop deep and rich explanations of your learning activities and very specific procedures that you will be implementing. Choices include, but are not limited to:

· Discovery:  research (inquiry) as detective 

· Dramatic expression: folk art, protest song, role play, reader's theatre, etc… 

· Decision-making: deliberation and/or pro/con views, etc…

· Socratic seminar 

	· The first part of this lesson is going to have the students brainstorm American ideals (Freedom of religion, Individually, Justice, Right to self government.) 
· They will research information about three Utopian societies.  

· They will find out why formed, rules for society, economy, government, justice for indiscretions, living arrangements, layout (map). etc.
· They will then determine types of Utopian societies.

· Then they will create their own Utopian society.  


	Procedures:


	· Students will read the poem “Xanadu.”
· The ideas and images in reading will be discussed.
· The American ideals of Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness will be discussed and mentioned as part of assessment. 
· We will discuss the links between the images and ideas from “Xanadu” with American ideas. 

· Students will choose a Utopian society (from a list) to research. 

· Students will be given 1-2 days to conduct their research. 

· Each student will answer 5-6 questions to help guide their research in preparation for the creation of their own society. 
· They will create their own society based on the information found during research. 
· Map layout of community

· Rules

· Leader and government

· Economy-How does the society generate money to get the goods they need to survive?
· Living arrangements-what do homes look like, who lives where?
· Religious practices/traditions?
· Justice-How is deviation from the rules handled?
· Students will present their community to the class and explain about their community and how it works (its philosophical foundation.)


	Materials:
· List materials, supplies, books, artifacts, and computer equipment needed for the lesson. 

· List titles and authors of all books and primary sources. 

	· Paper, pencils, markers, etc. computer lab.
· Web sites about Utopian societies.
· List of Utopian societies.
· Examples of rules of maps.


	Evaluation:
· Debrief discussion, exit slip, or quiz, test, journal entry, or KWL strategy to surface knowledge and insights that have occurred, paper, etc…

	· The students will be evaluated on the Utopian society that they create.  Do they follow the American ideals of Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness, discussed at the beginning of the lesson?

· Each product must also contain the following: Map of community, 5-10 rules, description of government and how leader is chosen, type of economy, living arrangements, religious practices/traditions, and how is justice handled?


	Resources:
·  (Insert a list of Web sites - with URLs - that you have used in implementing this lesson.)

	 www.historyguide.orgintellect/owen.html
Contains information about Robert Owen and the Owenites.

www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/amana/utopia.htm 
Contains information about the Amana Communities.

www.utopianstates.com/US1/index.html
Contains information about definitions, theory and goals of Utopian states.

www.answers.com/topic/utopian-communities
Contains information about types of Utopian societies.

www.age-of-the-sage.org/transcendentalism/brook_farm.html
Contains information about Brook farm. 

www.peacefulsocieties.org/Society/Hutter.html
Contains information about the Hutterites.

http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/kade/newharmony/home.html
Contains information about New Harmony and the Rappites.

http://gaming.unlv.edu/Xanadu/poem.html
Introduction and Poem “Xanadu”.



List of Utopian Societies 1800”s

· Old Economy Village (1824-1906, PA)

· New Harmony (1825-1829, IN)

· New Philadelphia Colony (1832, PA)

· Oberlin Colony (1833-1843, OH)

· Brook Farm (1841-1847, MA)

· North American Phalanx (1841-1856, NJ)

· Hopedale Community (1842-1868, MA)

· Fruitlands (1843-1844, MA)

· Sodus Bay Phalanx (1844-1846, NY)

· Wisconsin Phalanx (1844-1850, WI) [1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_American_Utopian_communities" \l "cite_note-1" [2]
· Fruit Hills (1845-1852, OH)

· Kristeen Community (1845-1847, IN)

· Prarie Home Community (1844-1845, OH)

· Spring Farm Colony (1846-1848, WI)

· Oneida Community (1848-1880, NY)

· Icarians (1848-1898, LA, TX, IL, IO, MO, CA)

· Raritan Bay Union (1853-1858, NJ)

· Octagon City (1856-1857, KS)

· Free Lovers at Davis House (1854-1858, OH)

· Reunion Colony (1855-1869, TX)

· Shalam Colony (1884-1901, NM)

· Equality Colony (1897-1907, WA)

· Home, Washington (1895-1919)
Research Questions for Utopian Project
For this project you will conduct research about Utopian societies.  During your research of Utopian Societies you will answer the following questions.  

1.  What is the definition of a Utopian Society?

2. Describe and name 3 different types of Utopian Societies? Give an example of each.  

3. What are some of the values/ideals in a Utopian society that mirror American values/ideals?

4. Based on your research what are some of the factors that have caused Utopian societies to survive and fail?  Give two examples of each.  Explain your choices 
Example of factors that aided survival: 

A.

B.

Explanation of choices: 

Example of factors that caused failure:

A.

B.

Explanation of choices 
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