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History Educators Project

Teaching American History through the Lens of Indiana

        Course/Grade Level:  US History/Grade 8
         Lesson Title: Invisible Children: Child Soldiers
         Teacher:  Becky Boyle
	 State and National Standards:


	8.1.22  The Civil War and Reconstruction Period: 1850 to 1877. Explain and evaluate the policies, practices and consequences of Reconstruction, including the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution. 

                 *Students will consider what the United States needed to do in order to secure expanded rights for people and              compare that to what Uganda must do in order to accomplish the same thing.

8.1.24 The Civil War and Reconstruction Period: 1850 to 1877. Identify the influence of individuals on political and social events and movements such as the abolition movement, the Dred Scott case, women rights and Native American Indian removal. 

               *Students will identity the influence of individuals of the Uganda conflict, for example not-for-profit groups such as Invisible Children and the Lord’s Resistance Army leader, Joseph Kony.

8.1.28  Chronological Thinking, Historical Comprehension, Analysis and Interpretation, Research, and Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making: Recognize historical perspective and evaluate alternative courses of action by describing the historical context in which events unfolded and by avoiding evaluation of the past solely in terms of present-day norms. 

               *The challenge for students here is not to avoid evaluation in terms of present-day norms but to consider cultural elements.

               *Students will compare the life of a child soldier in 19th Century America to that of a child soldier in 21st Century Uganda.

8.1.29  Chronological Thinking, Historical Comprehension, Analysis and Interpretation, Research, and Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making: Formulate historical questions by analyzing primary and secondary sources about an issue confronting the United States during the period from 1754-1877. 

               *Students will formulate questions like, how can this happen and analyze first person narratives.

8.2.4  Foundations of Government: Examine functions of the national government in the lives of people. 

               *What is the role of Uganda’s government in all of this?

               *What is the role of the US since the passage of LRA Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act

8.2.7 Roles of Citizens: Explain the importance in a democratic republic of responsible participation by citizens in voluntary civil associations/non-governmental organizations that comprise civil society.

                *Comparing roles of citizens in the US with that of citizens in Uganda.

8.4.4 Explain the basic economic functions of the government in the economy of the United States. 

               *Uganda’s government has distributed resources unevenly since colonization. The LRA is rebelling against long established injustices.


	Objectives:
· State the objectives and which level one is addressing utilizing Bloom's taxonomy (knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation) 

	· After learning about the true story of a boy by reading, Captured! A Boy Trapped in the Civil War, who was captured during the Civil War, forced to fight for the Confederacy and held as a prisoner of war; students will come to understand the very serious situation children face today in Uganda as they are forced into the LRA and forced to commit horrendous crimes.
· Knowledge: Students will identify where Uganda is, what the LRA is, who Joseph Kony is and why there is rebellion in Uganda.

· Comprehension: Students will compare and contrast the life as a soldier child during the American Civil War to that of a child soldier today in Uganda.
· Application: Students will apply the knowledge they learn about Invisible Children to a simulated assignment.

· Synthesis: Students will plan and design a proposal to either inform the local community about Invisible Children or host a fund raiser for Invisible Children.


	Time:  
· Explain how your school day is organized (traditional, block, alternate, trimester,etc...)

	· Traditional 45 minute Class Periods. Seven Period Day. 


	Hook:  Interest Building
·  How will you motivate the students? For example: use an appealing dramatic reading, or video website (YouTube) or other motivational piece.

	· Display photo of child soldier, introduce some basic information and testimonies on power point and have students complete photo analysis/journal worksheet.


	Outstanding Teaching Strategies:  Use a minimum of one strategy per lesson plan.
____Focus In: Interest Building 

____Teach for Ideas: Concept Development 

____Teach for Inquiry: Discovery 

____Teach through Drama: Dramatic Expression 

____Write to Learn: Perspective Taking
____ Teach for Deliberation: Decision Making 

	·  Focus In: Interest Building – See Launch activity
· Teach for Ideas: Concept Development – Background information on Uganda, the LRA, child soldiers and Invisible Children
· Teach for Inquiry: Discovery – Students ask questions: How can this happen? Even though Uganda is a different country, is this ok? How do we apply universal ideas of right and wrong? What about universal human rights?
· Write to Learn: Perspective Taking – Students simulate being an Invisible Children employee and create an educational flier or plan a fund raising event.


	Content:  
· Concept Development:  Big ideas that will be addressed in this lesson 

· Perspective Taking:  Multiple perspectives must be incorporated into every lesson (classism, racism, equality, social justice, etc…). 

· Meaningful, Integrative, Value-based, Challenging, Active (NCSS Standards) 

· Multimedia used: PowerPoint, audio, video, etc…

	· Concept Development: Most certainly, learning about child soldiers and prisoners of war during the Civil War is an important topic; however, this assignment extends student learning. We now are talking about the 21st century and asking, how in the world something like this can happen today?
· Perspective Taking: Students read testimonies of former Ugandan child soldiers.

· Meaningful, Integrative, Value-based, Challenging, Active: Students learn to question values of different cultures and whether or not there exist some values which transcend cultures – cross-cultural social justice and human rights.
· Multimedia used: Teacher uses power point, internet, LCD projector, and DVD. Students use internet and Micro Soft Word Publisher.




	Background for lesson implementation
Need to develop deep and rich explanations of your learning activities and very specific procedures that you will be implementing. Choices include, but are not limited to:

· Discovery:  research (inquiry) as detective 

· Dramatic expression: folk art, protest song, role play, reader's theatre, etc… 

· Decision-making: deliberation and/or pro/con views, etc…
· Socratic seminar 

	· Background: This is an extension activity. I’ve decided to springboard from our reading of Captured! A Boy Trapped in the Civil War, written by Mary Blair Immel, about a 14 year old boy from Kentucky who is captured by Confederate soldiers, forced to fight for the Confederacy and held as a prisoner of war at Camp Morton in Indianapolis to the very real and very present situation with child soldiers in Uganda fighting with the LRA. Our sister high school has a club dedicated to raising awareness and funds for the Invisible Children organization. I was fortunate to have contact with them and have them assist me with this lesson.
· Dramatic Expression: Students simulate employees of the Invisible Children organization and create either an ad campaign to raise awareness and educate the community or a fund raising event.


	Procedures:



	Day 1:
· Begin with the Hook Activity. Give students time to complete Photo Analysis response sheet.

· Show 20 minutes of DVD: Together we are free: The rescue of Joseph Kony’s child soldiers.
· Present information on Uganda and Invisible Children by high school students

a. Colonization by Great Britain – created early division between Northern and Southern Uganda

b. Joseph Kony – leader of Lord’s Resistance Army, why he formed it, who he is and how followers ‘worship’ him, need for child soldiers, atrocities committed against resistors and children

c. Established Ugandan government – their position

d. International Criminal Court arrest warrant
e. Invisible Children

1. Their mission

2. School to school efforts

3. Local high school involvement. Mr. South competition see You Tube,

Explain Invisible Children ad/fund raiser assignment.

Day 2:
Students work in computer lab. Students need to each have a copy of their ad/flier for Day 3 sharing.
Day 3:

Students may need part of Day 3 to finish assignment.

Peer Small Group Sharing. Partners split up and meet with 3 other students to form a small group of 4. Students take turns sharing their work. Other members of the small group ask clarifying questions about the work and provide presenting student with warm (positive) and cool (constructive criticism) feedback.
Allow students to improve their work based on the warm and cool feedback.
  


	Materials:
· List materials, supplies, books, artifacts, and computer equipment needed for the lesson. 

· List titles and authors of all books and primary sources. 

	· Power Point for Launch activity.
· Student response sheet.

· Access to computers and internet for both teacher and students.

· Invisible Children DVD


	Evaluation:
· Debrief discussion, exit slip, or quiz, test, journal entry, or KWL strategy to surface knowledge and insights that have occurred, paper, etc…

	· Student/partner products are assessed based on rubric.
· Students have a chance to share their work and receive feedback.
· Students have an opportunity to improve their work based on peer feedback.


	Resources:
·  (Insert a list of Web sites - with URLs - that you have used in implementing this lesson.)

	1. Invisible Children Web Site: http://www.invisiblechildren.com/home.php and http://nightof.therescue.invisiblechildren.com/
2. Mr. South Competition: You Tube clip of Bloomington HS South’s Invisible Children Fund Raiser: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcP6smiiAS8
3. Invisible Children DVD: Together we are free: The rescue of Joseph Kony’s child soldiers.
4. Web Sites for Power Point Notes: 1) Child Soldiering, A Global Problem, montevideo.usembassy.gov/.../482-00EN.shtml, Posted: August 15, 2005. and 2) Voices of Child Soldiers, www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/.


