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Three lessons for interpreting pictorial images of past events:  Students have been studying colonies and particularly the colonization of Jamestown.  We have discussed how primary documents are how we interpret what actually happened and how we construct our image of what Jamestown was like in the early 1600s.  This lesson focuses on how artistic interpretations of an event can lead to misunderstanding.
Interpreting Pictorial Representations of Historic Events: Discovering how Legends and Myths Surround Famous Figures and How Historians Evaluate Primary Sources to Attempt to Discover the Truth.
5.1.19
Using primary* and secondary sources* to examine an historical account about an issue of the time, reconstruct the literal meaning of the passages by identifying who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments and what consequences or outcomes followed.

A document from John Smith’s diary describing encounter with Pocahontas

5.1.21
Formulate historical questions from encounters with primary sources and identify and describe the contributions of important early American artists and writers and traditional arts and crafts to the new nation’s cultural landscape. 

*
Primary source: developed by people who experienced the events being studied (i.e., autobiographies, diaries, letters and government documents)

*
Secondary source: developed by people who have researched events but did not experience them directly (i.e., articles, biographies, Internet resources and nonfiction books) 

· Examining a variety of paintings, illustrations, images of Pocahontas in order to understand how history is mythologized by those who come after.
Introductory Lesson (20-30 minutes)
Materials needed:

· Photos of an important event in the student’s life

· Paper, pencils

Engage student interest: 

Students will bring in a photograph of an important event in their life.  Without discussing what it depicts, photographs will be exchanged among students.  Each student will write a paragraph about the event depicted in another student’s photo without asking any questions. Students will attempt to place the event by what can be observed: who, what, when, where and why.
After completing the writing students will share what they observed by returning the paper and photo to the original owner.  The owner will write an additional paragraph stating what is true to the actual event and what is wrong.

Assessment:

In small groups of 4-6 students will share the image and what the original reader got right or wrong.

Whole class discussion:  

· Which is a primary source?

· What is a secondary source?

· How can we know what the photo was really about?

Objectives for lessons two and three:

1. Students will learn about primary and secondary sources

2. Students will understand that there is mystery and myth surrounding many events that are included in the study of American History.

3. Students will read a document of John Smith’s encounters in Jamestown.

4. Students will learn how to analyze a pictorial representation of a past event and determine if it is a primary or secondary source.

Lesson #2 
Materials Needed:

· Copies for each group of 4-6 students of images (attached)

· Analyzing Photographs/Images sheet  for each student(attached)
· Pencils/colored pencils
Engage Student Interest:

· Students will be presented with a selection of various images of Pocahontas from painters/sculptors/illustrators. (Attachment #1)
· Students will choose one image from the pile to analyze – what can be seen?

· Students will complete worksheet in their table group (Attachment #2).

After assessing the image, the class will reassemble with small groups of students with same images gathering to discuss their image and reach some consensus about important points of what they recorded.  (Expectation is that students will note the various events depicted, age of Pocahontas, dress, who is represented and who is missing in the representations.)
· Groups will then present their image to remainder of class for discussion.  
Assessment: teacher observations during discussions and student’s written analysis of image sheet.

Lesson #2 Continuation of the above lesson (30-45 minutes)
Materials Needed:

· John Smith’s Letter to Queen Anne 1616 (attached) on overhead transparency or projector

· Copy of John Smith’s journal recording his encounter with Pocahontas on overhead transparency or projector

· Student image analysis from previous day

Engage student interest:  On the overhead transparency (or projector) students will read the letter that John Smith writes to Queen Anne of England in 1616, introducing Pocahontas to the court.

Next we will read John Smith’s journal records from the 1624 General History of the Founding of Virginia Colony  (kept in original language) describing how Pocahontas saved his life.  We will discuss that this is considered a primary source although the second was written several years after Smith’s encounters with Pocahontas

Discussion:  We have been studying John Smith and his adventures in the colony; what purpose would his letter to Queen Anne serve?  How might his letter be true or not true? (Lack of clear memory, changed for gain, purpose for the letter – to enhance Smith’s standing with the court as he was still seeking funding for future adventures-Plymouth Colony, for example.)  Why might Smith change the facts?

We will look at the images of Pocahontas from the lesson the day before.  Are any of these images accurate depictions of the event? How did modern artists (including Disney) change the image of Pocahontas?  Why?  What was to be gained from the change?  What should we consider when we look at artistic depictions of events or people in history? (Current events, how people’s ideas change over time, how people felt about Native Americans, religion, Europeans, and who commissioned the artist.
Extensions:

Nova: Pocahontas Revealed (DVD) May 8, 2007 
Students will listen to an historian describe a ceremony in which a young woman in tribe “saves” an enemy from execution and how he is then adopted to be her brother or a member of the family.  Many historians believe that this in fact is what happened rather than the romanticized version that has become the legend of Pocahontas.

Discussion of how this relates to the images we evaluated.

Resources:
Mann, Charles. “America, Found & Lost.”  National Geographic. May, 2007 [Issue: Jamestown the Real Story.]
Price, David A.  Love & Hate in Jamestown: John Smith, Pocahontas and the Start of a New Nation. Vintage Books: New York, 2003.

“Historical Jamestowne.”  <http://historicjamestowne.org/>

“Virtual Jamestown”  <http://www.virtualjamestown.org/>
“Jamestown On-line Adventure.” <http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/>

“Official Jamestown.” < http://www.historyisfun.org/index.htm>
