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Teaching American History Project

American Revolution

Creating Social Imagination for the American Revolution
Social Studies Standards:

5.1.12
Identify contributions of women and minorities during the American Revolution.

5.1.18
Read fiction and nonfiction stories about conflicts among and between groups of people at different stages in the formation of the United States; give examples of how these conflicts were resolved and analyze the accuracy of the stories’ historical details and sequence of events.

Language Arts Standards:

5.2.4
Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.

5.5.6
Write for different purposes and to a specific audience or person, adjusting tone and style as appropriate.

Background
The students have been reading their social studies textbook about the events that took place prior to the American Revolution, and have come to 5th grade with the knowledge of who the “founding fathers” are, and the belief that all colonists would easily choose to be patriots given the opportunity.  To so many of our young students the war seems glorious, obvious which side is “right” and “clean.” The object of these lessons is to dig deeper, to understand the difficulty for choosing sides in this war for independence, and to understand the role of the common people.  In addition, it is hoped that students understand that there is always good and bad on both sides of wars.
Prior to this lesson the students have read some of the literature books listed, watched film clips and noted that many of the common peoples’ roles have been left out of the history books.  Using picture books and fiction novels that are age appropriate, students are learning that there are different sides to the American story, that it was not always easy choosing sides or choosing to fight for independence, that there were good and bad behaviors on both sides, and that women and children paid the prices of war.

This lesson was inspired by the ZInn Project lesson on creating Interior Monologues (see citations)

Objectives:

1. Students will understand that the common people, including minorities and women, played a role in the war for independence from Great Britain.

2. Students will learn that choosing a side for this cause was not easy or glorious as depicted in history books.
3. Students will hear classmates’ written interior monologues and develop understandings of multiple perspectives of an historical situation.
Materials Needed:
· File cards

· Writing paper or writers’ notebooks and pencils

· Music from the period if desired
In a prior lesson, students created a character living in the time period of the revolution.  They designate an age for their character of at least their own (10/11 to as old as they wish) and create a paper character of this person to inspire the ensuing activities.  We research names that were in use during this time by consulting social studies textbooks and names in fiction we have been reading.  Students name their characters and create jobs appropriate to the time: blacksmith, tax collector, farmer, merchant, silversmith, cooper, dressmaker, etc.  Students researched jobs of the period and bring their knowledge from the books we have read and film clips watched.
This lesson is to encourage students to have empathy for the people of the time period. 

“An interior monologue is simply the imagined thoughts of a character in history, literature or life at a specific point in time.”  – Bill Bigelow and Linda Christensen

Assessment Lesson for American Revolution:  Writing Interior Monologues

Engage Student Interest:

Film clip from Liberty! The American Revolution in which Benjamin Franklin has a monologue about Pennsylvania’s role in voting for the war. (Approximately 5 minutes)
Discussion:
· What is a monologue?  ( A discussion of one person – refer to Latin roots we have studied)
· What might an interior monologue be? (A discussion of talking  in their heads)

· Brainstorm with your table group when you might have an interior monologue: When it is something upsetting; choices have to be made; dilemmas faced, etc.  (Students write down ideas on a file card and then have a discussion with their table peers.)  Students are asked to summarize with the class some ideas that might cause them to have an interior monologue.

Setting the scene:  
It is days after the shooting on the Boston Commons.  Some people are calling this a massacre in King Street.  In previous lessons we have looked at the four available versions of the Revere prints of the scene (and discussed propaganda) and watched the film clips from John Adams story of the shooting on the commons.  Now we are imagining ourselves as the character we have created.  It is 1770 and we have just learned of the Bloody Massacre in King Street, as it was then called.  We have seen the gravure by Paul Revere.  How do we feel?
Other possible scenarios as we develop characters: 

· Boston Tea Party (1773) 

· Battle of Lexington and Concord (1775)
· Winter at Valley Forge

· Hearing the Declaration of Independence read aloud in the public square  for the first time

Procedure:

Ask students to imagine that they are the character they created.  Have them think about what their feelings would be given the position their character has been assigned for the American history unit (Loyalist, Patriot, or Undecided.)  Consider their age and/or occupation (blacksmith, cooper, farmer, silversmith, lawyer, and tax collector or the spouses, sisters, children of these people.)  Have them recall incidents we have discussed in various books and seen in various films.  

Give students 10-15 minutes to develop ideas.  Pieces can be written as prose or poetry.  Students will share their first drafts with small groups and get additional ideas in small groups.  Written pieces should try to capture the language of the time (no okays or OMG) and the concerns and worries that a person might experience in a war situation. Over the next few days write and revise – have a class share.
Resources for teachers/students:

Inspiration for lesson:

Bigelow, Bill and Linda Christensen, “Promoting Social Imagination Through Interior Monologue,”  Previously published in Rethinking Our Classrooms, Volume I by Wayne Au, Bill Bigelow, Stan Karp available on-line: <http://www.zinnedproject.org/posts/142>
Picture Books:
Borden, Louise and Robert Andrew Parker, illustrator, Sleds on Boston Common: a Story from the American Revolution, Margaret K. McElderry, 2000.  Written in free verse, this is a tale of an alleged incident in December 1774, six months after King George III had closed the Boston harbor.

Turner, Ann, Katie’s Trunk, Aladdin Books, 1997. Tory child hiding from Patriots.
 Novels 5th -8th grade:

Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier, My Brother Sam is Dead, Scholastic Paperbacks, 1985.  A story about the hardships of war and how a young boy deals with a very difficult situation. Tim is torn between his father, who is loyal to the king of England, and his brother, who supports the Rebel cause. 
Elliot, L. M., Give Me Liberty, Katherine Tegen Books , 2008.  Thirteen-year-old indentured servant Nathaniel Dunn arrives in Williamsburg in 1774 to work for the local carriage maker.

Non-Fiction Sources:
Meltzer, Milton, The American Revolutionaries: A History in Their Own Words 1750-1800, 1987. Teaching for Change review: A humble shoemaker hears the bells ringing at Lexington and responds to a call to battle. An aide to George Washington recounts his feelings as he crosses the Delaware. A young surgeon describes in his diary the horror of an army camp, where the spread of smallpox, frostbite, and starvation are deadlier than any sword. These are the voices of the American Revolutionaries.

Film Clips:

John Adams, HBO Miniseries based on the book by David McCullough, 2008:  Portions showing the Boston Massacre and trial; the aftermath of Lexington and Concord; deliberations in Congress about going to war.  [Note: not all parts are appropriate for 5th grade – should be previewed and used judiciously.]

Liberty! The American Revolution; Studio: PBS Paramount, 2004: clips feature mostly “history book” figures: Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Paine, etc.
Websites:

American Revolution http://www.americanrevolution.org/home.html
