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History Educators Project

Teaching American History through the Lens of Indiana

Course/Grade Level:  US History/11th Grade
Lesson Title: What’s a Gutzon Borglum
Teacher:  Don Adams
	State and National Standards:
·  State the standards that the lesson supports 

· Describe briefly how the lesson supports the standards

	State Standards

· USH 1.2 Explain major themes in the early national history of the United States (Conflicts between American Indians and European settlers, westward movement, Manifest Destiny and national expansion, etc.).

· USH 1.7 Interpret historical maps to explain the territorial expansion of the United States during the nineteenth century.

National Standards
                   NCSS Theme II – Time, Continuity, and Change

                       e. Develop critical sensitivities such as empathy and skepticism regarding       

                            attitudes, values, and behavior of people in different historical contexts.                      

                   NCSS Theme X – Civic Ideals and Practices



h. evaluate the degree to which public policies and citizen behavior reflect



    of foster the stated ideals of a republican form of government.

This lesson covers these standards directly. By examining the events that led to the creation of Mount Rushmore, the activities and materials in this lesson focus on the major themes of conflict with American Indians, westward expansion, and manifest destiny, as well as the extent to which American attitudes towards its own ideals has changed over time. 




	Objectives:
State the objectives and which level one is addressing utilizing Bloom's taxonomy (knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation) 

	By the end of the lesson, the students will be able to:
1. Locate Mount Rushmore on a map – knowledge 
2. Know key terms and events relating to the creation of Mount Rushmore – knowledge
3. Use the story of Mount Rushmore to evaluate changing perceptions of American ideals such as “all men are created equal” and American legal concepts such as due process and equal protection.  – evaluation


	Time:  
Explain how your school day is organized (traditional, block, alternate, trimester, etc...)

	· This lesson was produced for a single period within a block-8 schedule, approximately 85 minutes


	Hook:  Interest Building
 How will you motivate the students? For example: use an appealing dramatic reading, or video website (YouTube) or other motivational piece.

	· The motivator in this case is a historical mystery. Rather than simply being told the story of Mount Rushmore, they are given a series of clues in the form of maps, documents, and images that they must interpret and assemble into a coherent story. 


	Outstanding Teaching Strategies:  Use a minimum of one strategy per lesson plan.
____Focus In: Interest Building 
____Teach for Ideas: Concept Development 

____Teach for Inquiry: Discovery 

____Teach through Drama: Dramatic Expression 

____Write to Learn: Perspective Taking
____ Teach for Deliberation: Decision Making 

	· Teach for Ideas: Concept Development: “All men are created equal”, “due process”, etc. 
· Teach for Inquiry: Discovery: Use of historical mystery
· Write to Learn: Perspective Taking: Write a new inscription for Mount Rushmore


	Content:  
· Concept Development:  Big ideas that will be addressed in this lesson 
· Perspective Taking:  Multiple perspectives must be incorporated into every lesson (classism, racism, equality, social justice, etc…). 

· Meaningful, Integrative, Value-based, Challenging, Active (NCSS Standards) 

· Multimedia used: PowerPoint, audio, video, etc…

	· The big ideas in this lesson are based on the tension between America’s ideals and some of its historical practices. How do we explain clear violations of our own laws and principles? How are we as modern Americans to understand and evaluate a monument such as Mount Rushmore, which was built explicitly to celebrate America’s founding ideals but sits on land taken from its original owners in violation of a treaty signed by the American government? 
· Perspectives in this lesson include those of American Indians, American settlers, and modern Americans 
Meaningful:  Encourages students to independently interpret history, and to consider multiple perspectives

Integrative:  Includes history and geography

Values Based:  Explicitly compares Mount Rushmore’s history to American ideals

Challenging:  Requires multiple cognitive processes and interpersonal skills

Active:  In order to complete the lesson, students must solve a “mystery,” construct a map,

and interpret historical documents

Multimedia:  The lesson includes written materials, images, and a PowerPoint presentation.  


	Background for lesson implementation
Need to develop deep and rich explanations of your learning activities and very specific procedures that you will be implementing. Choices include, but are not limited to:

· Discovery:  research (inquiry) as detective 

· Dramatic expression: folk art, protest song, role play, reader's theatre, etc… 

· Decision-making: deliberation and/or pro/con views, etc…
· Socratic seminar 

	Because this is offered up as a mystery to be solved, no specific background knowledge is required. It is helpful if students have some background in the concept of Manifest Destiny and other ideas relating to expansion and conflict with American Indians, and it is certainly important that students have some context regarding America’s founding ideals. Although this lesson could in theory be taught as a stand-alone lesson, it is best implemented as part of Manifest Destiny.


	Procedures:


	  1. Anticipatory set:


– Display quote from Mount Rushmore inscription, ask students to free-write for 5               

                minutes. What do you think this quote is about?

  2. Put class in pairs; hand out “mystery packet.” Assign work as follows:


– First, use available information to create map according to Fort Laramie Treaty.

               Draw map in interactive notebook.


– Next, work with partner to examine clues provided and solve mystery. What is

               the story these maps and documents tell? Place all individual sheets in chronological   

               order.


– When done, write your theory in notebook

3. Ask class for theories about mystery.
4. Review individual images on PowerPoint or transparency, ask class to define each one and explain how it fits into the mystery story.
5. Display final slide/transparency with adjacent quotes from Mount Rushmore inscription and Chief Joseph. Discuss the two views they represent. 
6. The inscription was the winning entry of a contest which asked young people to write about what Mount Rushmore stood for to them. Assign the class the same project. Ask them to write an inscription for Mount Rushmore which tells its story fairly and completely. What should visitors know about it? What does it mean to different audiences? How does the message intended by its creators compare with its history? How should it be viewed by Americans today?


	Materials:
· List materials, supplies, books, artifacts, and computer equipment needed for the lesson. 

· List titles and authors of all books and primary sources. 

	Term sheet


Pages for student handouts:



– Instruction page



– Map: South Dakota outline



– Quotation: Mount Rushmore inscription



– Map: Missouri River basin



– Map: South Dakota latitude & longitude



– Quotation: excerpts from Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868



– Map: location of Mount Rushmore



– Quotation and map: excerpt from Custer expedition telegram



– Map: modern day Native American reservations





– Quotation: Red Cloud


PowerPoint slides/transparencies:



– Image: Mount Rushmore



– Quotation: Gutzon Borglum



– Quotation: excerpts from Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868



– Map: Great Sioux Nation



– Quotation and map: Custer expedition telegram



– Quotation: Red Cloud



– Map: Modern day Native American reservations



– Quotations: Chief Joseph, Mount Rushmore Inscription


	Evaluation:
· Debrief discussion, exit slip, or quiz, test, journal entry, or KWL strategy to surface knowledge and insights that have occurred, paper, etc…

	After the students have completed the packet and come up with their best idea about what story is being told, the teacher should lead a discussion based on the PowerPoint that a) confirms the narrative leading to the creation of Mount Rushmore, and b) brings out the big ideas behind the lesson. How do we explain or understand the apparent contradiction between the ideals represented in the monument itself and the manner in which it was created? How should we as modern Americans feel about the monument? How would modern Native Americans feel about it? 
Following the discussion, the students should be assigned the task of writing a new inscription for Mount Rushmore based on their own understanding of what the monument means. They could write it from their own perspective as an informed observer, or they could write it from the perspective of a different observer, in particular a Native American. 


	Resources:
·  (Insert a list of Web sites - with URLs - that you have used in implementing this lesson.)

	 Additional reading materials:


– Mount Rushmore: An icon reconsidered, Jesse Larner


– Great Documents in American Indian History, Wayne Moquin Ed. 

Websites:







– Mount Rushmore National Park Service website (http://www.nps.gov/moru/)


– PBS American Experience website (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rushmore/)



